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ISAIAH xi. 10. 


—— HIS REST SHALL BE GLORIOUS. 


HAT the bleſſcd Author of all exiſtence delights in the 
happineſs of his intelligent offspring, appears — the re- 
latens he ſuſtains to them, and the unremitted exerciſe of his 
paternal care and bounty towards them. 'The Lord is good to all, 
and rejoices in his works, over which are his tender mercies, and 
his watchful care. Cho? he cauſe grief, yet will he have com- 
paſhon, according to the multitude of. his mercies. For he doth 
not afflict willingly, nor grieve tne children of men.” | 

He endued man with vait powers and capacities of conte mpla- 
tion and enjoyment, and amply provided for their gratification, 
The brit happy pair found their reſt and felicity in the gracious 

Author of their being, and furniſhed a living temple for his re- 
fidence, which he beheld and poſiflcd with infinite complacency 
and delight. The reign of purity and peace within, and the face 
of God beheld in ſmiles, imparted a caim ſun-ſhine, and heart felt 
joy, and made every object wear a pleaſing form. So long as 
man retained his atlegiauce to his Maker, and delighted in his 
preſence, and in the tokens of his favour, creation wore attrac- 
tive charms, gave homage to him as her ſubordinate lord, à d 
ſeemed to feel and to own the joyful preſence of her Alniighty 
King. Before his throne the tribute of a gratctul heart was hour» 
ly paid, and the incenſe of unteigned praiſe preſented. This 
thrice happy but contracted period tar exceeded the golden age of 
poetic fiction, and might be truly termed the ſtate of innocence 
and bliſs, when evil of. every kind was yet unknown. 

Dot man being thus in honour and tcucity did not long abie, 
Soon, alas! his crown of glory fell to th: duit, and his wyit tine 
gold was changed into a baſe and degenerate metal. din, that ac- 
curſed evil, fraught with cvery woe, ſoon marred the moral be au- 
ty of the faireſt of God's works, and entailed auaicay, wreiched- 
7 | A2 | neſs 
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neſs and death. The compaſſions of a Father, the equity of a 
moral Governor and Judge, and the wiſdom of a Being of in- 
finite perfection, require that a guilty rebellious world ſhould feel 
the ſmart of his correCtive rod, or ſuffer occafionally the terrors 
of his deſerved. wrath. Calamities immediately inflicted by God 
however, bear but ſmall proportion to the pungent evils, which 
reſult from the corrupt appetites, and irregular paſhons, that wage 
hoſtilities in the human breaſt. Headſtrong and pernicious as 
theſe are, yet are they ſubject to Divine controul, in all their ma- 

lipnity and depredations; elſe, mournful as the ſtate of mankind 
is, it would be ſtill more Tad and intolerable. The wrath of man 
| ſhall praiſe him, and to the remainder thereof will he ſet reſtrain- 
ing bounds. From ſuch unhallowed paſſions proceed deceit and 
violence, ſervitude and oppreſſion, with a thouſand other woes. 
The complaints of the poor, the cries of the fatherleſs and orphan, 
the tears of the widow, the aged and forlorn, and the ſecret fighs 
of the injured and oppreſſed, not ſeldom originate from this fatal 
ſource. MWhence come wars and fightings among you? ſaith an 


apoſtle; come they net hence, even of your luis that qwar in your 
members? g | . 

The god of this world, the prince of the ſpirit that rules and 
works in the hearts of the children of diſobedience, knows well 
how to avail himſelf of the protound deceit, and deſperate wicked- 
neſs of the human heart. Ibis he employs to augment the puilt 
of individuals, and the ſum of human woe. The introduction 
and prevalence of fin hath converted this world into a valley of 
Baca, a waſte and howling wilderneſs— the earth into a lazar 
houſe, where miſery, in diverſified and affecting forms, is daily 
pre ſented to our view. Man is born to pain, ſorrow and diſap- 

ointment, of which his tew, precarious days are full. * All things 
are full of labour, man cannot utter it: the eye is not ſatisfied with 
ſeeing, nor the ear filled with hearing. he works that are done un- 
der the ſun, behcld, they are varity and vexation of ſpirit, "That 
which is crooked cannot be made ſtraight: and that which is wanting 
cannot be numbered.” The world is a vale of tears, all beſet with 
clouds and darkneſs, and often expoſed to the ſtorm's fierce rage. 
Here man is born to trouble as the ſparks fly upward, and remains 
Jong the moſt feeble and dependant of all creatures; and here the 
wicked often flouriſh like che green bay tree, while the righteous 
are troden down as the mire of the ſtreets, The proſperity of the 
Church hath hitherto been as variable as the ſtate of the world; for 

the crimes of her profeſſed children often make her a prey, and 
her days of darkneſs long and many. 

But will things remain ſo always? Will fin and ſorrow, vanity, 
diſappointment and vexation of ſpirit, maintain their extended 
{way over the human race, till the frame of nature be diſſolved, 
the wheels of time ceale to move, aud ages and generations be no 
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more? Hath God decreed no reſt from the tyrannic power of 
theſe wide. ſpread evils---no period in which iniquity ſhall ceaſe, 
peace, piety and joy univerſally prevail, and ill men be no more? 
Bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be his ſacred Name, that we are not left 
to ſorrow in this ſad ſituation without hope, or ſource whence to 
derive it. The oracles of Heaven ſhed a chearing %zht over the 
joyleſs gloom, whence the darkeſt cloud, which can now obſcure 
our ſky, preſents to our faith a bright and reviving aſpect. Hence 
we are led to hope and believe, that ſuch a period wilt arrive, even 
in this rebellious and wretched worid; nor will a hope fo. founded 
be in vain in the Lord. The words of my text predict a Reſt, 
which may be juſtly termed glorious, and- that both in its cauſe, 
nature and conſequences; whence the faithful may rejoice in the 
| benign adminiſtration of the Almighty, and in the goodneſs re- 
ſerved for the ſons of men, and ſilence be impoſed on the cavils 
and objections of infidels or unbelievers. The human race, fo 
long exhauſted by bearing the burden and heat of the day, ſpend- 
ing their ſtrength for nought, and labouring as in the fire, ſhall 
be permitted to repoſe in a protracted, evening ſhade, provided 
for them by unerring wiſdom, and unbounded goodngſs. 

He who calls the things that be not as tho' they were, and makes 
every thing new and beautiful in its ſeaſon, will yet give fignal 
diſpiays of his power and goodneſs, of his grace and mercy, giory 
and love; when the benighted nations, fo long the ſport of vanity 
the prey of wild beaſts in human form, and of their own unruliy 
and unſanctified paſſions, will be brought to his heavenly light, 
and made to walk in the brightneſs of his ſhining. His grand 
adverſary Satan, who hath ſo long exerted an uſurped ſway over 
the bewildered nations, ſhall not always have pretext to boaſt, 
that the kingdoms of this world and their glory are his; for theſe 
are Meſſiah's deftined and purchaſed inheritance, and will yet own 
kim as their rightful Lord, and bring their glory to his Church, 
whoſe members ſhall be all kings and prieſts to God, and reign _ 
with him in bliſs for ever. His kingdom ſhall be yet univerſal in 
Its extent, as it is benign in its nature, and unbounded in duration, 
All this the zeal of the Lord'of hoſts will accompliſh; for in that 

notable day, that blefled age which he will create, the illuſtrious 
Root of Jefle, ſprung up into a diffuſive plant of renown, ſhall 
Hand and be ditplayed on the barren mountains of the Heathen 
world, ſor a royal enſign to the people, to which the Gentiles 
ſhall ſeek, and His ref among them hall be gloricus. | 


In proſecuting the illuſtration of the ſubject, I ſhall effay, in 
dependance on God, | | 


I. To aſcertain the import of the ſacred reſt foretold in the text, 
as an object of hope to the benighted and forlorn Gentiles. 


II. Spe- 


: 
l 
' 
| 


lowſhip of beings conformed to his image, and endearcd to him 
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IL Specify ſome things included in that reſt, or attached to 
it in Scripture, which ſhall render it ylorious. | 

III. And then advert to ſome ſteps in Divine providence, which 
ſcripture predictions repreſent as introductory to this grand event. 
— Theſe things diſcuſſæd, if time permit, ſome Improvement ſhall 
conclude the whole. | | 

We have been favoured, at our laſt quarterly meeting, with a 
pious, practical Diſcourſe, now in poſſt ſſion of the Public, on 
the verſe of which my text makes a part. But as the diſcuſſion 
of the whole precluded that full and particular view, of which 


the Jift clauſe admits, it is preſumed, my fixing upon it at the 


time, will not be viewed as interfering with the province of a 
Brother, whom I highly reſpect, or attempting to ſupply any lack 
of ſervice on his part; ſuch a thing being fartheſt from my 
thoughts. U he plain matter of fact is, a more proper paſſage of 
Scr ipture did not occur, upon which to found che train of thought, 
to which the grand object of our preſent meeting gave riſe. 


I. With regard to the Reſt predicted in the text, to afcertain 
the nature of which firit clains our a: tention, the term admits of 
various acceptations in Scripture, to which I mean not now 
particularly ro advert. The facred writers uſe the terms reſt, and 


comfort or felicity, as convertible; whence it imports, in general, 


ſomething agrecable to the being who enjoys it---ſomething con- 
du-tve to, and expreſſive of his priviiege and happineſs. Ihe 
b ii-dneſs of the heavenly ſtate is repreſented under this ſignifi- 
Cai.t figur:: * There remaineth therefore a reſt to the people of 
Cod” ln the regions of glory and immortality alone will this reſt 
be e joyed in full perfection. But as that felicity, and the diſpoſi- 
tions requiſite to reliſh and enjoy it, muſt partly commence on 
earth, the reſt in queſtion is to be expected, and will, it is hoped, 
be yet ei joyed, in the preſent ſtate. The Church, that conſe- 
crated incioſure, conſtitutes Jehovali's ſacred reſt among men, in 
which the Lord Redeemer with peculiar complacency reſides, as a 
prince in his palace, or a father in the midſt of his houſehold. S0 
lath the Pſaimiſt z „The Lord, hath choſen Zion: he hath deſir- 
ed it for his habitation. I his is my reſt for ever : here will I dwe!l; 


for I have defired it.” Agrecably to this, a l-arned Commentator 
renders the clauſe under co.ifideration, And his refling-place ſhall 


ve glorious}, y 
Tais implics a mutual happineſs---the happineſs imparted to 


_ thote who are made ſharers ot this heavenly reſt, and allo the ſu- 


blime felicity of its Divine author, in the glory thence redounding 
to the perſons and perfections of Deity, and in the intimate fel- 
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by the moſt ſacred and indiſſoluble ties. With propriety, it may 
be ſtiled Meſſiah's refl; becauſe it was procured by his vicarious o- 
bedience, ſufferings and death, ſhall be effected by his power and 
Spirit, and the enjoyment of it ſecured by his unbounded authority 
and prevalent interceſſion; and becauſe it (hail afford for ever a 
tranſcendent diſplay of his glory and felicity as Mediator, which he 
will ſhare with thoſe who have his kingdom formed within them, 
as conſiſting in righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft. 
Our blefſed Lord, having fimſhed the work given him to da on 
earth, took poſſeſſion of his own glorious reit on high, as God 
reſted on the ſeventh day, when the work of Creation was com- 
pleted. The finiſhed work, and ſaving characters of Jeſus our 
Mediator, will afford, in every age, abundant reſt to the weary, 
labouring and heavy laden, who look to him for ſalvation; whence 
ſaid David, Return unto thy reſt, O my ſoul, for the Lord 
hath dealt bountifully with thee.” But tho' he inhabits eternity, 
fills all ſpace as his abode, and diſplays his eſſential and derived- A e. | 
glory in heaven; yet he finds a reſt and temple in the humble and 
contrite heart, and in the well-cultivated garden of his Church: 
for he ſups with the ſoul. that admits him, feeds among the 
lilies, and walks amidſt the golden candleſticks. Bleſſed are they 
who thus enjoy his gracious preſence. 
But tho” the ſignificant figure under conſideration applies to the 
church of God at large, and, as uſed in the text, more immediate- 
ly to the New-Teſtament church; yet we are led from the context, 
and other parallel paſſages, to conſider it here as more particularly 
intending ſome conſpicuous period of Meſſiah's gracious reign upon 
earth, which, compared to any that went before it, may be term- 
ed glorious, or glory in the abſtract, as the margin renders it; 
that is, a ſtate truly worthy of himſelf, eminently calculated to 
diſplay his glory, and highly expreſſive of his love to, and com- 
placency in his church and people. It denotes a period when 
the Gentiles ſhall ſeek to the Redeemer, as our prophet tells us 
in the words preceding the text, or accede to his church in great- 
er numbers than ever before; and when the glory of the Lord 
{hill ariſe upon her, and make her to ſhine forth fair as a morning 
without elouds, or the clear fhining of the ſun after rain Pho? 
this was partly the caſe at the fiſt promulgation of Chriſtianity in 
the world, yet not to that extent which many expreſs predictions 
authorize us to expect. Hence the apoſtle ,John, in the 14th of 
| the Revelation, where he begins to deſcribe the awtul ſcenes, 
; which ſhall introduce this reſt, connects his viſion of © an angel 
| flying in the midſt of heaven, having the everlaſting golpel to 
preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people,” with the dread downfall of 
myſtical Babylon, an event not yet accompliſhed. Here is pointed 
forth the rapid progreſs of the goſpel in the world, till its * 
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mall become univerſal; ſar it will be carried as on the winps of an 
angel: “ for as the lightning cometh out of the eaſt, aud ſhineth 
even unto the weſt: fo ſhall alſo the coming of the Son of man be,“ 
beth in his grace and glory. | | NS 
The Jews commonly divided the times, or principal changes of 
the moral ſtate of the world, into three grand periods or ages; the 
firſt, before the giving of the law from mount Sinai,—the ſecor.d, 
under the Moſaic diſpenſation, —aud the third, under the Meſſias, 
or evangelical economy, This being the laſt difpenſation, which 
God deſigned ſhould continue till the conſummation of all things; 
it is foretoid by the prophets, under the title of the laſt days, the laſt 
times, and latter days. To this grand diviſion of time, the. New-. 
Teſtament writers often refer. Saith Paul, Chriſt appear<d in the 
end of the world, or, as the phraſe might be rendered, at the son- 
ſummation of the ages, or grand periods which preceded his advent. 
Speaking of his own times, he adds, That the ends of the world 
were come, or, literally rendered, he cancluſion of the ages. In 
this ſenſe we may underſtand what our Lord ſaid of the blaſphemy 
againſt the holy Ghoſt, that “it ſhall not be forgiven, neither in 
this world, neither in the world to to come;” that is, neither in 
this, nor in the coming age, the one referring to the Moſaic, and 
the other to the evangelical diſpenſation; importing that no provi- 
ſion was made for the pardon of that fin by either. The Jews had 
alſo their ſubdiviſions of theſe ages, or grand periods, into ſmaller 
portions, correſponding to the. days of the week; but the period 
of the peculiar and glorious reign of Meſſiah their prince, was re- 
garded by them, as conſtituting to the whole, what the Sabbatical 


_ reſt was to each revolving week. They were led to expect, from 


the writings of their prophets, that the age, or grand period of 
time, over which he thould more immediately preſide, would be 
the moſt illuſtrious of all, for the accompliſhment of ancient pre- 
dictions, the number and felicity of his dignified ſubjects, the 
enlargement of their privileges, the extent of his gracious reign, 
and the bright diſplays of his official glory. The more pious and 
enlightened among them concluded, that, in the language of our 
text, his reſt would then be glorious, and that not only for the rea- 
ſons above aſſigned, but alſo on account of its duration, which 
ſhould far ſurpaſs any of the preceding ages, or great diviſions of 

time. | 
Without excluding other ſubordinate ſenſes of the paſſage before 
us, the moſt conſpicuous period, in which this reſt ſhall be enjoy- 
ed on earth, we have reaſon to think, will be what is uſually cal- 
led the Millenium, ſo often alluded to, or deſcribed by the pro- 
phets, and foretold by John, in the 2oth of the Revelation, as a 
ſtate of reſt, or freedom from Satan's power, malice and devices, 
and frem the tyranny and moleſtation of all his agents and abet- 
tors, and, conſequently, from all the evils reſulting from that 
| . quarter. 
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quarter. © And I ſaw an angel come down from heaven, having. 
the key of the bottomleſs pit, and a preat chain in his hand. 
And he laid hold on the dragon that old ſerpent, which is the devil 
and Satan, and bound him a thoufand years, and caſt him into 
the bottomleſs pit, and ſhut him up, and ſet, a ſeal upon him, that 
he ſhould deceive the nations no more till the thouſand years ſhould 
be fulfilled: and after that, he muſt be looſed a little ſeaſon.” 
Such as ſhall enjoy the diſtinguiſhed privileges of this auſpicious 
peridd, are ſaid to Jive and reign with Chriſt a thouſand years, and 
are pronounced bleſſed and holy: for over them the ſecond death 
ſhall have no power, and they ſhall be prieſts of God, and of 
_ Chriſt, and ſhall reign with him a thouſand years. | 

Different opinions have bzen held, and are ſtill held, reſpecting 
the nature of this bleſſed reign; ſome maintaining that it ſhall con- 
ſiſt in the perſonal and viſible preſence of the Redeemer, in his 
glorified human nature, with thoſe whom they ſuppoſe will be 
literally raiſed from the dead, to reign on earth with him, in a ſtile * 
of peculiar. glory and felicity, during the above period: Others, 
that it intends a glorious ſtate of the Church, by the acceſſion of 
all nations, and Chriſt's reigning in and among them, by his grace 
and Spirit, and by the purity and efficacy of his inſlitutions; 
whence'this world ſhall enjoy its Sabbath oor reſt, for which it hath 
been ſo long groaning and earneſtly looking, under the load of 
humaay guilt, and the prefſure of conſequent miſery, and become, 
in the wiſdom, holineſs, and felicity of its numerous inhabitants, 
a bright emblem ot heaven itſelſ, and that for the ſpace of a 
thouſand years, or a very conſiderable portion of time. Accord- 
ing to this view, the fir} reſurrection, as diſtinguiſhed from the 
ſecond, or laſt, which will conſiſt in the reſurrection of the body, 
will denote, by a natural figure, uſual in the ſacred writings, a 
revival of the truths and cauſe of Chriſt, which had ſo long been 
in a degree dead and loſt; and a reſurrection of the ſouls of men, 
by the renovating power of the holy Spirit. The ſouls of them 
that were beheaded for the witneſs of Jeſus, and for the word of 
God, and which had not worſhipped the beaſt, neither his image, 
neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their 
hands, inſtead of riſing in their bodies, and reigning literally with 
Chriſt, as ſome would have it, will thus live again, and reign with 
him, in the revival, proſperity, reign and triumph of that cauſe 
and intereſt, which they once avowed and ſupported, and for the 
advancement of which they nobly contended, and endured to the 
death. Thus Elias, that famous reformer in ancient Iſrael, is ſaid 
to have come, or lived again, in John the Baptiſt, who poſſeſſed 
ſimilar zeal, and was employed in the like work: He went before 
Chriſt in the ſpirit and power of Elijab, whence our Lord ſaid of 
John,“ This is Elias who was to come.” And the apoſtle uſes the 


like figure to denote the converſion of the Jews; “ For it the caſt- 
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ing away of them be the reconciling of the world; what ſhall the 
receiving of them be, but life from the dead? They ſhall alſo 
Tiſe and reign in the vindication and eſtabliſhment of their character 
and reputation, which had been attacked, and reproached in their 
day; being no longer deified or idolized, as under the Papal ſyſtem, 
which inculcates the worſhip of angels and departed ſaints; nor 
vilified as men who had turned the world upſide down, who were 
enemies to Ceſar, heretics, and the offscourings of all things, as 
they have been often branded. 1 | 
A threefold teſurrection is ſpoken of in the noted paſſage advert- 
ed to above, the firſt and ſecond metaphorical, and the laſt literal, 
—the firſt a reſurrection or revival of the cauſe of God, and of 
the ſouls of men,—the ſecond, the ſpringing up and increaſe of 
wicked men, and the return and prevalence of iniquity, intimated 
in theſe words, But the reſt of the dead lived not again till the 
thouſand years were finiſhed;”—and towards the cloſe of the chap- 
ter, we have an account of the general reſurrection, of the ſea, 
death and hell or the grave, delivering up the dead which were in 
them, in order to be judged every man according to their works. 
The two laſt ſhall be ſubſequent to the Redeemer's glorious reſt on 
earth, and the firſt ſhall take place during that auſpicious period, 
and conſtitute an eſſential part of its glory: for as it was when the 
flood of waters overtook the old world, and a fiery deluge the 
citics of the plain, ſo will it be at the fecond coming of the Son 
of man. At that awful period, the inhabitants of the earth ſhall 
be ſecure, ſunk in eaſe, ſenſuality, and vice, and, thro' the pre- 
valence of infidelity, dreaming of no ſuch event: for this great 
and terrible day of the Lord ſhall eome as a thief in the night, 
when men look not for it, and are quite unprepared for its ap- 
-proach. | 0 
r A variety of Scripture teſtimonies afford abundant ground to 
believe, that the Church of God will yet attain ſuch a ſtate of 
oſperity in this world as ſhe hath in no paſt time enjoyed; and 
es, delightful to reflect, that this ſtate will continue at leaſt a 
thouſand years? for, during that period, Satan ſhall be bound, 
and the great Captain of our Salvation, the Prince of life and 
peace, will bruiſe his head, by deſtroying his intereſt, and king- 
dom among men, and gaining the moſt complete triumphs over 
him, and all his agents, or auxiliaries. The God of peace ſhall 
bruiſe Satan under the feet of his people ſhortly, when the meek 
ſnall inherit the earth, and delight themſelves in the abundance of 
cace. | 3 | 
l Without entering, in the leaſt, into the arguments which have 
been urged in ſupport of, either the literal, or figurative reign of 
Chriſt on earth for a thouſand years, as this would encroach too far 
on the time allotted for the diſcuſſion of the reſt of the fubject, I 
am led to believe, from what I have ſeen and thought on the point, 


that 


* 
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that the ſcheme which makes it conſiſt in the diſplays of his power 
and grace, in converting the nations to the faith of the goſpel, 
and making them happy in the enjoyment of the grand privileges 
and proſpects of Chriitianity, is the moſt rational and ſcriptural 
view of that intereſting period; the only one indeed, which ſecures 
the full completion of many grand predictions, for which we can- 
not ſatisfactorily account upon any other ſuppoſition, Tho the 
things predicted in the text and context, and in ſimilar portions of 
ſacred writ, were ſo far accompliſhed in the firſt ages of Chriſti- 
anity, and indeed meant to be ſo, as to render our Lord's 
reſt then among the Heathen glorious; yet were they not fulfiiled 
then, or at any period ſince, in all their predicted circuaiſtances, 
nor to that extent which we have many reaſons to expect. 

The time is not yet come, which is foretold in the context, 
when there ſhall be no wolf, leopard, young lion, bear, aſp or 
cockatrice, to hurt or deſtroy in all God's holy mountain; as a 
bleſſed conſequence of the earth being full of the knowledge of 
the Lord, that is, truc religion, or genuine Chriſtianity, as the 
waters cover the fea, Nor do we yet ſee the mountain of the 
Lord's houſe eſtabliſned on the top of the mountains, and exalted 
above the hills, and all nations flowing unto it; tho” this predie- 
tion ſeems to be in a train of accompliſhment, or at leaſt the events 
that pave the way for it: for there are ſtill many mountains which 
impede the progreſs of true and undefiled religion in the earth, and 
inſtead of being exalted above the hills, is not Chriſtianity ſo 
blended with them, like the gold in Nebuchadnezzar:s image with the 
miry clay, or overtopped by them, that they tarniſh its glory, ob- 
ſcure its luitre, and, in a great meaſure, ſhut up the avenues 
which lead to its venerable temple, and proſtitute ſacred things 
for filthy lucre, whence the viſible church hath become a houſe of 
merchandiſe, where buyers and ſellers abound, and a den of 
thieves, to the diſgrace and hinderance of Chriſtianity, and the 
hardening of its oppoſers in their fatal errors. Other things than 
clean hands and a pure heart too often procure acceſs to this tem- 
ple, and a place of ſtanding on this ſacred mount; whence wolves 
not ſeidom appear in ſheep's clothing, to the prejudice and diſ- 
perſion of the flock, or ſave themſelves the trouble even of diſ- 
guiſe. But we are taught to hope, that ſuch noxious plants ſhall 
be rooted out of the vineyard, towards the period referred to; and 
that the mountain of the Lord will then harbour no beaſt of prey, 
no venomous reptile, to hurt or deſtroy. © The wolf and the 
lamb ſhall feed together, and the lion ſhall eat ſtraw like the bul- 
lock: and dult ſhall be the ſerpent's meat.“ 3 

It ſcems not at all conſiſtent to allege, that no more is intended 
in the prophecies which foretell the future extenſion o Mcthati's 
kingdom to the ends of the earth, than that, at one time or other, 

his goſpel ſhould be preached to all nations, aud that ſome among 
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them ſhould embrace it, all which is ſuppoſed to have been accom- 
pliſhed by the miniſtry of the apoſtles; for it is expreſsly ſaid, in 
a paſſage which ſeems to refer to this very period, (Zech. xiv. 9.) 
That «the Lord ſhall be king over all the earth: in that day ſhall 
there be one Lord, and his name one; and the verſe precedin 
our text ſays, that © the earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the ſea.” In what ſenſe ſhall the 
Lord be king over all the earth, if not by his being owned and 
ſubmitted to in that character by all nations, at the period referred 
to in the prophecy? for in any other ſenſe he was king over all the 


earth from the beginning. Do not the waters cover the ſea, or 
channel of the ocean, at one and the ſame time? yet in-ſuch a 


ſ 


wanner, are we told, ſhall the earth be full of the knowledge of 


the Lord, which cannot apply, in my opinion, to any detached 
promulgation of the goſpel, or profeſſion thereof, tho' this ſhould 
extend, at different periods, to all nations; which cannot however, 
be proved to have yet taken place. 5 80 | 

When the bleſſed æra in queſtion ſhall commence, I prefume 
not to determine. Such ſigns will however precede its commence- 
ment, as ſhall not leave thoſe who look for this appearance of the 
Som of man at a loſs to perceive and aſcertain its approach. Some 
1uppoſe, that there is an analogy betwixt the natural and the moral 
world, = that the creating of the former in fix days, and then reſt- 
ing on the ſeventh,” was intended to prefigure the preparing, or 
bringing of the moral world, in the work of redemption, in the 
courle of ſix thouſand years, for a ſeventh, or millennium of ſa- 
cred peace, reſt and joy, under the ſpecial reign and influence of 
Mc<ſbah the King of kings, and the Governor among the nations, 
who thall yet ariſe, and inherit all nations. The delay of this day 


of ſalvation, for ſo long a period, will fully diſcover the depravity 


\ 


and wickedneſs of the human heart, and the utter inſufficiency of 
any means of human device to reform mankind, and render them 


happy. When theſe have had their full trial, without producing 
any valuable effect, in regard of eternity, God will pour out his 


Spirit upon all fleſh, and make them willing in the day of his 
powerz whence converts to his Church will ſpring up as willows 


by the water couries, or new-mown graſs after refreſhing ſhowers 


ot rain. Thus the depravity and obſtinacy of man, and the power 
and efficacy of Divine-grace, will be univerſally acknowledged 
whence it thall appear, and be owned to the praiſe of that grace, 
that finners of mankind are ſaved, not by human might or power, 
but by the Spirit of the Lord of hoſts—not by works of righie- 
ouſneſs which they have done, but by the waſhing of regenera- 
tion, and the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. : 
There is an old tradition, both among Jews and Chriſtians, 


which lays, That at the end of fix thouſand years the Meſſiah ſhall © 
come, and the world be renewed, when the reign of the wicked 


one 
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one ſhall ceaſe, and that of the ſaints commence. According to 
this tradition, the ſeventh millenary of the world is to conſtitute 
the grand ſabbatiſm, or holy reſt of the Church, when her youth 
{hall be renewed like the eagle's, and the beauty of holineſs ſhall 
adorn her with heavenly charms. The Chronology of ſome verſi- 
ons of the Old Teſtament, with regard to the period anterior to the 
call of Abraham, the moſt difficult æra, of the whole ſcripture 
account of time, preciſely to aſcertain, if admitted, will diſprove 
this hypotheſis; for according to that, the ſixth thouſandth year 
of the world is already paſl : but whether that, or the commonly 
received account, be the juſt one, or both may not be incorrect, 
is a queſtion, which cannot, perhaps, be eaſily ſolved: | 
Some of the Moſaic inſtitutions are thought to have been defi 


ed to typity that happy period, or the glorious reſt foretold in our 


text, The ſeventh day ſabbath, the ſabbatical year, which return- 
ed every ſeventh year, and the jubilee, which compriſed ſeven ſab- 
batical years, are ſuppoſed to have been all an emblem, pledge 
and earneſt of this acceptable year of the Lord, which may, in an 
eſpecial manner, be ſtiled, the year of his redeemed. The feaſt of 
tabernacles, which was appointed in the ſeventh month, is allow- 
ed not only to have a retroſpect to the ſtate of the Iſraelites in the 


. wilderneſs, who were a typical people, and to be meant to remind 


them that they lodged ſo long in booths or moveable tents, fit fi- 
gures of the preſent ſtate ; but alſo to look forward to the ſtate of 
the Church under the goſpel, and particularly, during the Millen- 
nium. Of that feaſt, the laſt was reputed the great day, perhaps 


indicating the ſuperior glory, and felicity of this enlightened, and 


happy age, when primitive innocence, and ſimplicity of manners 
ſhall prevail, and God be with his people, as with the Church of 


old, by a pillar of cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night, and 


by the copious deſcent of the heavenly Manna. The prophet 
Zechariah deſeribes the goſpel church, or the duties and privileges 
of her. members by this very figure. © And it ſhall come to paſs, 


that every one that is left of all the nations which came againſt 


Jeruſalem, ſhall even go up from year to year, to worſhip the King 


- the Lord of hoſts, and to keep the feaſt of tabernacles. And. it 


ſhall be that whoſo will not come up of all the families of the 
earth unto Jeruſalem, to worſhip the King the Lord of hoſts, even 
upon them ſhall be no rain. And if the family of Egypt go not 
up, and come not, that have no rain: there ſhall be the plague 
wherewith the Lord will ſmite the heathen that come not up. to 


keep the feaſt of tabernacles. This ſhall be the puniſhment of 
Egypt, and the puniſhment of all nations that come not up to 


keep the feaſt of tabernacles.” That the feaſt here intended did 
not mean the ancient Jewiſh feaſt, which went under that name, 


and was but the ſhadow of good things to come, is evident; for 


the Jews alone received a command to. celebrate that feaſt, to 
| he whom 
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whom, and the proſyletes from among the Gentiles, its obſervance 
was confined. It muſt then mean the New Teſtament fiate of 
the church, and particularly, the happy period foretold by the 
prophet in the connection. Such among the nations, who be- 
come not then the genuine members of this grand community, 
ſhall be ſmitten with grievous plagues, and deſtroyed with the 
breath of God's mouth, and the brightneſs of his coming: © For 
in the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and the wine is red: it is 
full ot mixture, and he poureth out of the ſame: but the dregs 
thereof all the wicked of the earth ſhall wring them out and 
drink them.” | 

That we are not to underſtand the number of years ſpecified by 


John, as the period of the church's reſt, of prophetical years, 


which would multiply the ſum in proportion to the days in each 
year, making in whole three hundred, and fixty-five thouſand 


years, but literally of fo many natural years, may be interred 


from the frequent repetition of a preciſe. number, in the ſame 
words, without the leaſt indication, that it is to be taken other- 


| wiſe than according to the natural import of that term in common 
language. But it is not neceſſary to ſuppoſe, that the glorious 


period in queſtion, will conſiſt exactly of a thouſand years, ne 


ther more nor leſs; for it is ufual in ſcripture to put a definite for 


an inde finite number, when the ſum intended is not materially 
different. Such a period is abundantly long to accompliſh, under 
the Divine adminiſtration, the moſt glorious and beneficent pur- 
poſcs, and to give ſuch diſplays of the love of God to the human 


race, and of the efficacy of his inſtitutions, when accompanied 


by the power of his Spirit, as ſhall far exceed any thing we can 
now conceive. - Admitting the hypotheſis alluded to above, that 
the Millennium ſhall commence at the cloſe of the ſixth thouſandth 
year of the world, which I pretend not however to aſſert, or that 
the commencement of it may be aſcertained by calculations dedu- 
cible from Scripture, this will not, however, go to fix the preciſe 
period of the day of judgment, which our Lord declares to be 
placed beyond the reach of human N for a variety of 
events are allowed to intervene betwixt the cloſe of the Millenmum, 
and the end of the world, or conſummation of all things, which 

ohn mentions in the ſequel of the chapter, where that grand 


event is foretold ; ſuch as the looſing of Satan for a little ſcaſon, 
as it is termed, from his confinement, his going out to deceive the 


nations which are in the four quaiters of the earth, Gog and Ma- 
gog, to gather tnem together to battle, the number of whom ſhall 
be as the ſand of the ſca; the ſucceſs of his efforts in deceiving 
them, and ſeducing them to infidelity, whence the Son of: man, 
when he cometh to judgment, ſhall ſcarce find faith on the carth; 


the encompaſſing, with hoſtile intentions, the camp of the ſaints, 
and the beloved cityz and the tudden iufliction of ſome au ful 


' Judgments 
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udgments for ſuch conduct, while attempting to execute their 
wicked deſigns, denoted by the coming down of fire from heaven 
to conſume them. The beginning and end of this remarkable pe- 
riod may, perhaps, fo blend, by imperceptible ſhades, with that 
which precedes and follows it, that it will be difficult, if not im- 
poſſible, to fix preciſely when it ſhall begin or end. "Thrice happy 
they for whom it is reſerved to enjoy its glorious privileges! Tho? 
placed at ſome diſtance from this auſpicious period, with ſome aw- 
ful clouds of wrath to intervene; yet, like Abrahaam in ſeeing 
Meſhah's day afar off, let us rejoice, while we hail the delightful 
proſpect, ſo fraught with glory to God in the higheſt, peace, puri- 
ty, and happineſs on earth, and good-will to men.——l proceed 


II. To ſpecify ſome of the diſtinguiſhing privileges of this 
predicted Reſt, whence it may be termed glorious. Theſe priyi- 
leges, or advantages, which are attached to it, or included in it, in 
Scripture, are various and important. Ihe limits of one diſcourſe 
however, will permit our adverting only to a few, which may yet 
ſerve to excite to a more minute inquiry into the report of the ſa- 
cred oracles upon the ſubj ck. | 
his Reſt ſhall acquire true glory from that extenſive diffuſion, 
and vaſt increaſe of Divine knowledge, which ſhail then take 
place in the world, and happily prevail over that night of moral 
darkneſs which harh ſo long involved the blinded nations in its 
dr-ary ſhades; Without knowledge, ſays Solomon, the mind is 
not good; and an apoſtle requires that we ſhould be able to give a 
reaſon of the hope that is in us with meekneſs and fear. But alas! 
how long hath ignorance proved the parent of devotion with many 
others befides the votaries of Rome; and a falſe zeal, without 
knowledge, infeſted the church of God, and diſturbed the peace 
of ſociety, notwithſtanding that light hath come into the world } 
Too few indeed, among the proſeſſed followers of Jefus, approve 
themſelves children of the light aud of the day. As God reigns 
and reſts in light, his brighteſt emblem and emanation which the 
human eye can behold, and owns the children of the light and of 
the day as his: ſo darkneſs is Satan's firſt- born, and the feat and 
main pillar of his kingdom; for the blindneſs of the underſtand- 
ing is the beſt ſ-curity of his reign, and indeed, of the ſway of 
tyranny of every kind. That reign muſt maintain its ground a- 
mong men, while the blind lead the blind, and the ſhades of men- 
tal night pervade the great r a both of teachers and taught. 
Iniquity, fervitude and oppreſſion fix their infernal throne in ig- 
norance, and tame ſubmiſſion to a yoke not impoſed or ſanctioned . 
by Heaven, and theſe conſtitute the beſt ſecurity of the continuance 
and extenſion of their twayz whence the goſpel, which was in- 
tended to reſtore man to the glorious liberty of the ſons of God, 


hath 


. 

hath been too long, and too ſucceſsfully perverted to wreathe a- 
bout their necks a yoke of degraded bondage. | 
But the extenſive diffuſion of Divine light will diſſolve the fatal 
chains, by which the bodies and minds of men have been ſo long 
bound. When this is univerſally effected, Meſſiah's reſt among 
men will be glorious. The prophet foretelling the ample proviſi- 
on which God ſhall make for his people in this bliſsful period, adds, 
“ And he will deſtroy in this mountain the face of the covering 
caſt over all people, and the vail that is caſt over all nations ;” 
whence they ſhall ſay, Lo, this is our God, we have waited for 
him; we will be glad and rejoice in his ſalvation,” Ifa. xxv. 7, & c. 
This is the happy time when * all ſhall know the Lord, from the 
leaſt to the greateſt.” And the eyes of them that ſee, ſhall not 
be dim; and the ears of them that hear, ſhall hearken. The 
heart alſo of the raſh ſhall underſtand knowledge, and the tongue 
of the ſtammerers ſhall be ready to ſpeak plainly.” The prophet 
Zechariah, in the 14th of his prophecy, is allowed to predict the 
coming and glorious ſtate of the Redeemer's kingdom in the 
earth. How remarkable to that effect the following paſlage ! 
% And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, that the light ſhall not be 
clear, nor dart,” or as-it might be ſupplied, and dark; © But it 
ſhall be one day, which ſhall be known to the Lord, not day and 
night: but it ſhall come to paſs, that at evening-time it ſhall be 
light. And the Lord ſhall be king over all the earth. In that day 

there ſhall be one Lord, and his name one.“ 8 
This figurative language ſeems plainly to intimate, that in the 
period referred to in the prophecy, there ſhall be no night, or 
darkneſs in the Church; no interchange of day and night, of joy 
and ſorrow as formerly, when her few, ſhort days of proſperity 
were ſucceeded by the dark night of degeneracy-and affliction : 
but it ſhall be day at the time night uſed to advance, ſo that the 
light of proſperity, joy and holinefs, ſhall be enjoyed without in- 
terruption. In this ſtate of the Church, John tells us, There 
| ſhall be no night;“ and the ſacred: text aſſigns this good reaſon : 
&« for the. glory of God and of the Lamb ſhall lighten it,“ whence 
the days of Zion's mourning ſhall be ended. The deſcription of 
the glorious ſtate of the new Jeruſalem, of- which the above is a 
part, tho? completely realized only in heaven, yet is allowed to 
receive an accompliſhment in the happy period in queſtion. In 
conſequence of the conſtant flow of living waters into all 
parts of the earth, of which the prophet ſpeaks in the paſſage 
partly quoted above, and which was preſented to John in viſion, 
under the expreſſive emblem of a pure river-of the water of life, 
' Clear as cryſtal, . proceeding from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb, the great Ruler, who is then to rule over men, like his 
emblem the ſun, © ſhall be as the light of the morning, when 
the ſun riſeth, even a morning without clouds; as the tender 
| graſs 
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graſs ſpringing out of the earth, by clear ſhining after rain.“ 
In the verſe preceding that of which my text makes part, the 
pniverſal peace, benevolence, and cordial friendſhip, which ſhall 
ſubſiſt and prevail in Meſſiah's happy reign, is aſcribed to the wide 
diffuſion of divine light in the earth; “ They {hall not hurt nor 
deſtroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth fhall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the ſea.” The ſame 
intereſting truth is elſewhere exprefſ-d by our prophet, tho? with a 
little variation in the language; © The whole earth ſhall be filled 
with his glory;?” that is, the knowledge of him ia his nature, 
works and ways, or with genuine Chriſtianity, which conveys 
that knowledge, and diſplays his glory. This evidently ſuppoſes 
the univerſal ſpread of the goſpel, to pre note which in the earth, 
we now profeſs ro lend our aid. To that glorious and defirable e- 
vent, or the means which ſhall be employed in providence to ac- - 
compliſh it, our Bleſſed Lord is thought by ſome to refer in theſe 
words; © He ſhall ſend his angels with a great ſound of a trum- 
et, and they ſhall gather together his elect from the four winds, 
in the one end of heaven to the other“ In the laſt times he 
will ſend forth the angels of the churches, who ſhall find their way 
intd the frozen regions of the north, bearing the glad tidings of ſal- 
vation to theſe forlorn tribes that dwell in the caves of the earth, 
and holes of the rock; and penetrating into the burning climes of 
the fouth, with bowels yearnin:g over a periſhing world, whoſe 
dark places of the earth, which are full of the habitations of hor- 
rid cruelty, ſhall be refreſhed and humanized by the heavenly dew, 
i bus the rapid progreſs of the goſpel, in the latter days, ſhall be 
ſecured; nor will the power or united efforts of carih or hell be 
able to prevent jts ſpread. | | 
| By his knowledge, ſays Jehovah, ſhall my righteous fervant juſ- 
tify many; that is, he ſhal}, by diffuſing the knowledge of him- 
ſelf in his word, bring many to believe in his name; whence they 
ſhall be acquitted from guilt, and entitled to cternal life. Our 
Lord taught his diſciples, at their requeit, to pray, Thy will be 
done in earth as jt is in heaven;“ which pre-ſuppoſes the promul- 
ation of that will oyer all the earth, in connexion with the com- 
ing of his kingdom; and he would not teach them to pray for 
what ſhall never take place. Many ſhall run to and fro,” faith the 
roßhet Daniel, and knowledge ſhall be increaſed,” Dan. xii. 4. 
his promiſe, which the connexion reſtriQ.s ro the time of the 
end, may with propriety be underſtood of miſſions to different 
parts of the world, for ſpreading the goſpel of the Son of God. 
The alacrity with which they ſhall be undertaken, —the numbers 
that will embark in them, —the eagerneſs, fervour, and perſeve- 
rance with which they ſhall be purſued, or executed, —and the 
ſucceſs which ſhall attend ſuch miſſions, are all here plainly inti- 


mated: for out of Zion ſhall go forth the law, and the word of 
| | C the 


( 18 ) 


the Lord from ſeruſalem, by means of theſe meſſengers of peace 


to the nations whoſe feet, or travels and labours in this en— 
terprize, ſhall be deemed beautiful on the barren mountains of 
the Heathen world, while they bring the beſt of tidings to the 
inhabitants of theſe mountains. Hence, as the prophet Iſaiah ex- 
preſſes it, with particular reference to that grand event, Many 
people,” or as Micah hath it, * Many nations ſhall go and ſay, 
Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
houſe of the God of Jacob, and he will teach us ot his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths: for the law {hall go forth of Zion, 
and the word of the Lord from Jeruſalem,” Iſa. it. 3. Mic. iv. 2. 
Hearing that men have come from a far country, purely out of 
concern for their happin.ſs, to bring them good tidings of great 
joy, ſuch will be their addreſs to one another, or of thoſe who are 


already converted to the faith of the goſpel among them, to their 


yet heathen relatives and peighbours; like the woman of Samaria 


to her fellow citizens, Come, hear men who have told us all 


things that ever we did, and of one Jeſus who ſaves thoſe that be- 
lieve in and obey him; are not theſe the ſervants of the great God, 


who have thus come to ſhew us the way cf ſalvation? nor will 


ſuch addrefſes be in vain in the Lord. 
'The prophet deſcribing a happy ſtate cf the church, adds, 
4 Moreover, the light of the moon ſhall be as the light of the ſun, 


and the light of the ſun ſhall be ſ-ven-fold, as the light of ſeven 


days, in the day that the Lord bindeth up the breach of his people, 
and healeth the ſtroke of their wound,“ Iſa. xxx. 26. This evi- 
dently intends a vaſt increaſe of religious knowledge which, com- 
pared to any thing till then attained, ſhall ſhine with'a ſplendor 


increaſed ſeven-fold. The number ſeven denotes perfection, ſo 


that the light of ſeven days compriſed as in one, may denote a 
very high or perfect degree of divine knowledge, Or ſhould we 
underſtand by the moon, the Moſaic ritual, and the prophetic 
writings, and by the fun, the New-'Teſtament diſpenſation, and 
church, and the diſcourſes of our Lord and his apoſtles, a ſenſe 
by no means forced, or unnatural; then here we have a predic- 
tion or promiſe, that ſuch additional light ſhall be thrown, in this 
bliſsful period, on the Moſaic economy, and prophetic writings, as 
will make their import as plain and obvious as the New 'Teftament 
now is; while that, by the reaction of the ſame increaſed light, 
ſhall reſemble the united brightneſs of ſeven days, or be ſeen in 
all its ſacred truths, and proſpeCts, like an object placed in the col» 
lected beams of ſeven ſuns, while the medium and organ of ſpi- 
ritual viſion are 99 Iu to the bright ſplendors of this glorious 
day. Ihe clearneſs, perſpicuity, delight and precifion, with 
which divine things ſhall then be known, will far exceed any thing 

to which the molt cnlightened could before pretend, Predictions 
will be clearly and ſatisfactorily ſcen in the light of their correſ- 


ponding 
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ponding events; and the goſpel will, in the moſt ſublime ſenſe, 
bring life and immortality to light. In this view, the path of the 
Juit,. or the oracles of truth, which mark out the patent road to 
glory, {hail ſhine more and more to the perfect day; which the 
Millennium may be ſtiled, compared to any period that went be- 
fore it, thc? far exceeded by the perfect light of glory. 

In this ſtate, ** there ſhall be no more an infant of days,” as.the 
prophet ſpeaks, no old infant, who is a child in fpirttual wiſdom 
and underſtanding, and in whom ignorance and grey hairs form a 
ſad contraſt: a ſight not more mournful than common in the mo- 

ral world. In this happy age, the Lord will ordain ſtrength, and 
perfect praiſe from the mouths of babes and ſucklings; for the 
ſced of the rightcous and of the church ſhall then be taught from 
their childhood to know and underitand the holy ſcriptures ; as it 
is written,“ And they ſhall teach no more every man his neigh- 
bour, and every man his brother, faying, Know the Lord: for 
they ſhall all know me, from the leaſt of them to the greateſt of 
them, ſaith the Lord.” © Whom ſhall he teach knowledge ? and 
whom ſhall he make to underſtand docttine? them that are weaa- 
ed from the milk, and drawn from the breaſts,” Iſa. xxviii. 9. 

The rapid and extenſive ſpread of divine knowledge in the world, 
in the noted period referred to, will be one bleſſed effect of Satan's . 
being bound up a thouſand years from deceiving the nations; 
for he hath a powerful influence on the moral darkneſs which 
involves the benighted nations, ſows tares when the fervants are 
aſleep, and blinds the eyes of thoſe. to whom the goſpel is hid, leſt 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God thould ſhine into 
their hearts. How felicitating and glorious. that period, when 
mankind ſhall attain, in an eminent degree, that ſanctified know- 
ledge, that heavenly wiſdom, which will diſtinguiſh them from, 

and exalt them above, not only the inferior creatures, winch will 
then reſpect man as their lord, but all the ſages of preceding ge- 
nerations, and fit them for fellowſhip with. Gad, and for being the 
future companions and fellow-worſhippers of angels I have dwelt 
the longer on this point, becauſe the knowledge in queſtion will 
prove, under God, the grand ſource or medium of every other 
bleſſing, which (hall diſtinguiſh the reſt in our text, the advance- 
ment of which knowledge in the earth is the important object of 
our aſſociation, and preſent meeting, | 


Cordial harmony of ſentiment in the things of God, attended 
with correſponding .expreſhons, will reſult from a more perfect 
knowledge of the truth, ſeen and felt in and. by the light of that 
Spirit, who inſpired the ſacred records, and greatly add to the 
glory and felicity of that reſt which crowns the divine benignity 
and adminiſtration on earth. RENE, 

Intereſting as union in a civil * political ſenſe is, and much as 

| 2 | this 
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this is to be wiſhed for by every friend of the human ſpecies; yet 
union in the belief of the truth as in Jeſus, and in purſuing that 


line of conduct which it inculcates and enjoins, is of ſtill greater 4 


— 


conſequence to human happineſs and much more devoutly to be 
deſired. How trivial the concerns of time and the body, compar- 
ed to thoſe of the foul and eternity, tho' the former unhappily gain 
the preference] It ſeems to be the reſult of an eſſential principle 
in our nature, to find ourſelves pleaſed with thoſe who poſſeſs ſimi- 
lat views, diſpoſitions, and proſpects with ourſelves, in matters 
| which we deem of the greateſt moment; and this pleaſure will 
| | correſpond to, and bear proportion to the cauſe which produces it. 
| This agreement in ſentiment, and in love of the truths of the goſ- 
pel, properly underſtood, and duly embraced, cements and in- 
creaſes the union and friendſhip of Chriſtians, and influences the 
| whole of their conduct towards each other. David counted the 
j righteous, the excellent ones of the earth, in whom his ſoul de- 


lighted; and was a companion to thoſe that feared God, and kept 
kis precepts, however low their rank in ſociety, or indigent their 
' circumſtances. In proportion as the truth is known, and loved for 
| its own ſake, every oppoſite error will be hated : for what fellow- 
ſhip can light have with darkneſs? Men may love each other from 
a variety of conſiderations, and indeed ſhouid, tho' they may dif- 
fer in ſentiment on many points; yet real Chriſtian union, love 
and friend{bip, which cannot be extended to all promiſcuouſly, 
' reſt only on the knowledge, and love of the truth as in Jeſus, 
dwelling mutually in Chriſtians; and profeſſed by them; and ſuch 
knowledge and love of the truth is catculated to beget and promote 
that union, and theſe diſpeſitions. Thus the firſt Chriſtians loved 
one another in the truth, and for the truth's ſake which dwelt 
richly in them; whence they came to be united in knowing and 
obeying the truth from the heart. “ Sceirg ye have nurificd 
your ſouls,” ſays Peter, addreſſing the faithful, * in obeying the 
truth, thro' the Spirit, into unfeigned love of the brethren; ſee . 
that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently.” Theſe two 
principles lend mutual aid wherever they exiſt, and have a power- 
ful influence in producing all the fruits and expreſſions of Chriſtian 
kriendſhip. In the preſent lukewarm and degenerate day, theſe 
:uffer a woſul decline; for the want of brotherly love, founded 
on the knowledge and love af the truth, is, alas! too apparent 
every where. Ihis is at the bottom, it is to be feared, bt many 
of cur preſent diviſions, or hinders a cordial union in the things 
wherein profefied Cluiſtians are agreed. What is ſaid of iniquity, 
applies alſo to error; becauſe it abcundeth, the love of man 
waxeth cold; and this cherithes a ſpirit of bigotry and ſelf-Jove. 
It is more than probable, that this epricmical diſeaſe will cleave to 
the bulk of proiefied- Chrittians, notwithilanding-all the boaſted 
light and philanthropy ot the times, till the prevalerce of infide- 
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lity, and the overwhelming judgments of Heaven, force them to 
make one common cauſe: „for the Lord ſhall waſh away the 
filth of the daughters of Zion, and ſhall purge the blood of Je- 
ruſalem from the midſt thereof, by the ſpirit of judgment, and by 
the ſpirit of burning.” STS > 3 
But as light and knowledge ſhall greatly increaſe in the latter 


days, whence the truths of Chriſtianity will be more clearly ſeen 


in their native excellence, importance and connexion, theſe will 
be generally underſtood, and cordially embraced; and men will 
therefore be united together in the ſame. mind, and in the ſame 
judgment, loving one another in the truth, with a pure heart ſer- 
vently. As the ſun is ſeen only by his own beams; ſo Jeſus will 
give bis people to fee light, and that eye to eye, in the refulgent 
and chearing diſplays of his own light. In that happy period, the 
Lord's prophetic promiſe, by his ſervant Jeremiah, will receive a 
more full accompliſhment than hath been hitherto realized: And 
I will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me 
for ever, for the good of them, and of their children after them,” 
Jer, xxxii. 39. The walls of partition which have ſo long unhap- 
pily divided.the children of the houſehold of faith into ſo many 
ſeparate claſſes, or rival ſocieties, as if they were aliens or ene- 
mies, will be then broken down, and every party-diſtinction loſt 
in the-grand and honourable one of the Chriſtian. There ſhall be 
but one fold, as there is but one ſhepherd, While we lament that 
this is not yet the cafe among the followers of Jeſus, with joy let 
us anticipate the happy period, when ſuch ſhall “ glorify God, e- 

ven the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with one mind, and one 
mouth.” Tho' diſtant and remote regions may paſture the Re- 
 dzemer's flock, and extended oceans roll between the lands that 
give them birth and reſidence; yet, being taught of the ſame Spi- 
rit, and led by him into all truth, what can prevent their unanimi- 
ty in ſentiment, and umif6rmity in worſhip, ſo far as theſe are at- 
tainable in the preſent ſtate, and neceſſary to all the grand purpo- 
ſes of edification? The Chriſtian name will be then held in high 
eſtimation, es the only characteriſtie title of the diſciples of Jeſus; 
and thro' him they ſhall all have acceſs, by one Spirit, to the Fa- 
ther, whom they will worſhip in the beauty of holineſs, and in 
ſpirit and in truth. The unction from the Holy One, of which 
they ſhall all liberally partake, will ſecure a happy union and fra- 


ternity, as a bright emblem of, and grand preparative for the ſo- 


cial, endeared, and refined enjoyments of the heavenly ſtate.— 
What a glorious reſt, when all the followers of the Lamb will 
| eordially unite in ſentiment, in affection, and in all the acts of re- 
Iigious worſhip! And what a powerful motive to begin to ante- 
date the joyful period, by cherithing and promoting, to the ut- 
moſt of our power, the {ame philanthropic and catholic ſpirit 1 
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The ariverfal ſpread of the goſpe!, in its light, life 525 power 
in the earth, or of Meſſiah's kingdom; and the vaſt increafe of 
his loyal ſubjccts, will alſo greatly contribute to the glory and hap- 
pineſs of this heavenly reſt. 

In the days of the apoſtles and their ſucceſſors, the goſpel had 
free courſe among the vations, whence they that ſat in darkneſs 
came to ſee a great hight, and to walk in the brightneſs of its ſhin- 
ing- This light hach ſince been more partial in its diffuſion, and 
much leſs felt in its influence. Many parts of the earth remain 
fill in midnight darkneſs, on which, perhaps, this heavenly light 
hath never yet dawned. A learned geographer þ obſerves, * That 
dividing the whole world into thirty parts, nineteen of them are in- 
Habited by idolaters. Of the eleven parts which are remaining, 
fix are poſificd by Jews, Turks and Saracens. . T hen, for the 
five which are behind, two are of the Greek communion; the e- 
ther three being divided betwixt thoſe of the church of Rome, and 
ſuch as paſs generally by the name of Proteſtant or Reformed 
churches. Which, (adds he) ſhews how ſmall a portion of the 
world is poſſeſſed by Chriſtians, who only have reaſon to pretend 


to the true religion.“ Whatever advantages of a temporal nature 


the people, who inhabit ſuch extenſive regions of darkneſs, and 
many of them of barbarifm and horrid cruelty, may poſſeſs, all 
who believe Chriſtianity mult own that they are yet deſtitute of 
the.cne thing needful, But we are led to hope, that the higbt of 
divine truth, like the eye-lids of the morning, will yet open on 
the whole ear ih, and make the King of Zion's reſt, from the riſ- 
ing to the ſatting fun, glorious. Let a few of the many paſl..ges 
ol ſcripture, which inſpire this pleafing hope, ſuffice at preſent. 
The great promiſe made and repeated to the patciarchs, and 
confirmed even with an oath, appears to be meant in this latitude. 
In thee ſhall all the families of the earth be bleſſed — All the na- 
tions of the earth thall be bleſſed in him.—And in thy ſeed ſhall. 
the nations of the earth be bleſſed.” his promiſe, thrice repeat- 
ed to Abraham, is made again to Iſaac; „I will perform the oath 
which 1 {ware unto Abraham, thy tather.— and in thy ſeed, ſhall 
all the families of the earth be bleſſed;“ and to Jacob; . In thee, 


and in thy feed, ſhall ail the families of the carth/ be ble ſſed.“ 


The apoltle Peter refers the accompliſhment of this promiſe to. 


the times of the goſpel, and Paul applies it to Chriſt as tlie pro- 
miſed iced, and to thoſe who believe in him as the perſons intend- 


ed in the promiſe ro be bleſled in him. This expreſſive and ex- 


tenßve promile hath never, yet been accomplithed to the extent 
plainly imported in the divcrfined phraſeology in the ſacred text; 
nor indeed can, till Chriſtianity extend its happy wfluence to all 


1%4tions, and bleſs ſmall aud great in them with the ney; of 
the truth. | ; 
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The book of Pſalms abounds with ſuch predictions. In the 82 
cond, the Father promiſes his anointed King, upon his requeſt, 
the Heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the 
earth for his poſſeſſion; but we ſee not this promiſe as yet accom- 
pliſhed; for in theſe Satan hach yet his ſeat, and over them ſways 
his infernal ſceptre. In the 22d Plalm, we have an account of the 
ſufferings of the Son of God, and of the glory that thould follows 
Among other things to the ſame purpoſe, occur theſe remarkable 
words; „ All the ends of the world ſhall remember, and turn un- 
to the Lord: and all the kindreds of the nations fhall worſhip be- 
fore thee. For the kingdom is the Lord's: and he is the gover- 
nor among the nations.” Of that kingdom, in the extent there 
predicted, he hath not yet taken pefſeſhon. It is foretold, that 
the meck, and they who wait on the Lord, ſhall inherit the eart!, 
and delight themſelves in the abundance of peace; while evil doers 
{hall be cut off, and the wicked, and their place ſhall not be found. 
'Che reverſe of this hath hitherto been the caſe; thoſe who joia 
Houſe to houſe, and lay field to field, till there be no place, that 
they may be placed alone in the midſt of the earth, being of that 
dæſcription. How expreſs, to the ſame purpoſe, what we find re- 
corded in the 67th Fialm! There the church prays, that the Lord's 
way may be known upon earth, and his ſaving health among all 
nations; that all the people may praiſe him; that the nations mag 
be glad and fing for joy; becauſe he thall govern the nations upon 
£arih. © Then ſhall the earth yicid her increaſez and God, even 
- .our God, fhall bleſs us. God call bleſs us; aud all the ents cf 
e earth ſhall fear hin.” Such prayers have the force of ꝓredic- 
tions; for the Spirit of God never inſpires a petidon which ſhall 
not be granted. | 3 | 

The 72d Pſalm, under the figure of Solomon's peaceful and 
happy reign, hath a particular reference to this glorious ſubject. 
There it is foretold, that Meſſi ch ſhall come down like rain upon 
the mown greſs, and ſhowers that water the earth, intimating the 
copiouſneſs and extent of his divine influences. Whence “ in his 
days hall the righteous flourith 5 and abundance of peace ſo long 
us the moon endureth. He ſhall have dominion alſo from ſea to 
fea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.” After de- 
{cribing the extent of his conqueſts, and the privileges of his 
reign, it is added, agreeable to the promiſe made to Abraham, 
« Men ſhall be bleſſed in him: all nations ſhall call him bleſſed. 
Let the whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen and Amen.“ 
The Church, in offering up this prayer, not only exprefſcs her 

deſire, but allo her aſſurance of a gracious hearing. 
The Pſalmiſt having in the 82d reproved the negligence and 
mal-adminiltration of the rulers of the earth, whence its founda- 
tions, its regular ſyſtems and ancient forms were out of courſe, 
and exhorted them to their duty, concludes with this prayer, 
| „ Ariſc, 
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e Arife, O God, judge the earth,“ which he founds on this for 


lemn declaration, elſewhere made the ſubjeCt of prophecy ; “ for 


thou ſhalt inherit all nations.” By judging the earth we are to un- 
derſtand, his ſubduing its inhabitants to himſelf, and reigning over 


them as his people. This effected, the righteouſneſs of Zion ſhall 


go forth as brightneſs, and her falvation as a lamp that burneth, 


- when the Gentiles ſhall both ſee and inherit this righteouſneſs. 


To the ſame grand event the Spirit of God ſeems to refer in the 
97th Pſalm, when he faith, * The Lord reigneth, let the earth 
rejoice; let the multitude of ifles be glad thereof.? His reign of 
grace in the world is here intended, that reign in which the inha- 
bitants of the iſles and continents are fo much intereſted; and this 
auſpicious reign will be preceded by confounding, as it follows, all 
the worſhippers of graven images. He alſo adds, in the next Pſalm, 


„ Make a joyſul noiſe.ynto the Lord, all the earth: make a loud 


noiſe, and rejoice, and fing praiſe.?? This, and the exhortation in 
the 1co Pſalm, © Make a joyful noiſe unto the Lord, all ye lands : 
Serve the Lord with gladneſs ; come before his preſence with ſing- 
ing,” with many ſimilar addrefles elſewhere, ſeem to imply, that 


the period will come, when ſuch exhortations ſhall have their full 


effect; having been given by one who ſees the end from the be- 
ginning, and whoſe purpoſe ſhall ſtand; for every ſuch call, or 
form of addreſs amounts to a prediction or promiſe, that all nations 
ſhall yet haye abundant cauſe of rejoicing in the Lord, and in the 


. diſcoveries of his grace and mercy, 


The writings of the prophets, particularly of Iſaiah, abound 
with ſimilar predictions, which, tho? they have a reference to the 
recovery of the Jews from Babylon, and to the firſt ages of Chriſ- 
tianity, yet can be underſtood with no conſiſtency, unleſs extend- 
ed to the bliſsſul period in queſtion. This will prove the notable 
day of the flouriſhing of Meſſiah's kingdom on earth, which is 
eminently, and in a peculiar manner, the day of ſalvation. Guid- 
ed by the Spirit of inſpiration, and bleſſed with brighter views of 
the glory of this day, than any that went before him, Iſaiah utters, 
nigh the beginning of his prophecy, the following beautiful pre- 
diction, which is ſo much to our purpoſe. 4 And it ſhall come 
to paſs in the laſt days, that the mountain of the Lord's houſe 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed in, or on the top of the mountains, and ſhall 
be exalted above the hills; and all nations ſhall low unto it.“ 
This evidently imports the extenſion and eſtabliſnment of the Re- 
deemer's kingdom in the earth; and the total overthrow of every 
ſyſtem which oppoſeth the coming, or obſtructeth the enlarge- 
ment of that kingdom. The ſame event was revealed to Nebu- 
chadnezzar in a dream, and explained by Daniel:;—* And the 
{tone that ſmote the image became a great mountain, and filled the 
whole earth.” And this is the interpretation given of that pre- 
diction. © And in the days of theſe kings ſhall the God of hea- 
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ven ſet up a kingdom which ſhall never be deſtroyed: and the 


kingdom ſhall not be left to other people, but it ſhall break in 


pieces, and conſume all theſe kingdoms, and it ſhall ſtand for e- 
ver,” Dan. ii. 35,—44- The chapter where my text lies treats of 
the ſame grand ſubject. The bleſſed change repreſented as pro- 
duced on the minds of men, and the peaceful ſtate of the church 
in conſequence of it, is reſolved into the univerſal ſpread of di- 
vine knowledge: They ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all my 
holy mountain; for the earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the ſea.” So far is the earth from being 
yet filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as here foretold, that 
groſs darkneſs hath hitherto covered much the greateſt part of it, 
and real Chriſtianity has been confined to narrow bounds, and e- 


ven where the goſpel hath been publiſhed, how few comparatively 


embrace it in truth, and love, and exemplify the Chriſtian cha- 

rater! CR ORFs, | | 
The univerſality of Chriſt's kingdom in the world, is included 

in the prediction, That the Lord of hoſts will make in this moun- 


tain, or the Church, a feaſt unto all people, and deſtroy the face 


of the covering caſt over all people, and the vail that is ſpread o- 
ver all nations, and wipe away tears from off all faces, Ifa. xxv. 
The prophet, after mentioning ſome of the preparatory ſteps to 
this grand event, adds, © And the glory of the Lord ſhall be re- 
yealed, and all fleſh ſhall ſee it together,“ (ch. xl.)—all feſb, that 
is, all nations, or all mankind, who ſhall live in the period to 

wliich the prediction alludes, | | 
The predictions recorded, from the 4th chapter to the end of 
the book, of ſalvation, happineſs, and glory to the Church, are 
thought to have a principal reference to the. latter*day, when the 
millennial reſt ſhall univerſally prevail. How remarkable the fol- 
lowing paſſages! © Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, all the ends 
of the earth: for I am God, and there is none elſe. And he ſaid, 
It is a light thing that thou ſhouldeft be my ſervant to raiſe up 
the tribes of Jacob, and to reſtore the preſeryed of Iſrael: I will 
alſo give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeſt be my 
ſalvation unto the end of the earth. The Lord hath made bare 
his holy arm in the eyes of all nations, and all the ends of the 
earth ſhall ſce the ſalvation of our God;“ that is, all nations, o- 
ver the face of the earth, ſhall enjoy the bleſſings compriſed in 
that ſalvation. Similar to this is the language employed by the 
prophet Micah, to expreſs the ſame grand event: “ And he ſhall 
ſtand and feed in the ſtrength of the Lord, in the majeſty of the 
name of the Lord his God, and they ſhall abide; For now ſhall 
he be great unte the ends of the earth,” Ifa. xlv. 22.—xlix. 6. 
—lii. 10. Micah. v. 4. Theſe ſcriptures appear at firſt fight ta 
ſay, That the ſalvation of our God ſhall be proclaimed to all na- 
tions, near and remote; yea _— that all nations ſhall be 2 "a 
r 
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the ſeed of Abraham to the Chriſtian church is alſo here foretold; 
yet mentioned as a ſmall matter, or light ching, compareg to the 
converſion of the Gentiles. When the glory of the Lord ſhall 
ariſe and be ſeen upon the Church, as predicted, it is promiſed, 
That the Gentiles ſhall come to her light, and kings to her riſing: 


That her gates ſhall be open continually, that they ſhall not be ſhut 


day nor night; that men may bring unto her the forces of the 
Gentiles, and that their kings may be brought. The whole Goth 
chapter indeed, is employed in deſcribing the increaſe and felicity 
of that diſtinguiſhed period; but the following expreſſions merit 


particular notice. The nation and kingdom that will not ſerve 


thee, ſhall periſh: yea, thoſe nations ſhall be utterly waſted.” 


% Thy people alſo ſhall be all righteous: they ſhall inherit the 


land for ever, the branch of * planting, the work of my hands, 
that I may be glorified. Thy ſun ſhall no more go down, neither 
ſhall thy moon withdraw itſelf: for the Lord ſhall be thine ever- 
laſting light, and thy God thy glory.” When theſe things take 
place, all nations muſt belong to the Church; for they that will 
not ſerve her, or Meſſiah her prince, ſhall periſh, and be utterly 
waſted, and no place found for them. The following chapter 
cloſes with a very delightful promiſe: . “ For as the earth bring- 
eth forth her bud, and as the garden cauſeth the things that are 
ſown in it to ſpring forth: ſo the Lord God will cauſe righteouſ- 
neſs and praiſe to ſpring forth be fore all the nations.“ So ſudden, 
conſpicuous, and remarkable the accompliſhment of theſe things, 
that it gives occaſion to the following queſtions : * Who hath heard 
ſuch a thing ? who hath ſeen ſuch things? Shall the earth be 


made to bring forth in one day, or ſhall a nation be born at once? 


For as ſoon as Zion travailed, ſhe brought forth her children.” We 


read of ſuch acceſſions to her as are compared to a flowing ſtream, 


or a confluence of waters; © For thus ſaith the Lord, Behold 1 
will extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles 
like a flowing ſtream, — and all nations ſhall flow unto her.” | 


Iſaiah concludes his prophecies with a remarkable prediction to 
the ſameſeffect. What an univerſal gathering to the great Shiloh, 


and what bleſſings tall they enjoy under the ſhadow of his wings! 


The meſſengers who ſhall be ſent abroad, according to this pro- 


phecy, are many. The boundaries of their miſſion are to extend 
to the very extremities of the old world to Tarſbiſb, whoſe kings 


or leading men are ſaid elſewhere to bring Meſſiah preſents, or 


the weſtern part of Europe to Pul and Lud, which are ſuppoſ- 
ed to denote Ethiopia, and the extenſive continent of Africa to 
Tubal and Javan, by which ſome underſtand the Northern parts 
of Aſia, and the regions of ancient Greece; and to the Iller afar e, 
probebly denoting thoſe remote countries which lie upon the lr ian 
ocean. 'Theſe heralds of peace, according to the import oi thig 
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noted prophecy, are to carry the glad tidings of the goſpel far and 
wide among many nations, living at-a great diftance from the for- 
mer feat of the Chriſtian church, out of which ſhall go forth the 
law, and the word of the Lord; even as the nations and countries 
ſpecified were very remote from Jeruſalem, the feat of the Jewiſh 
church. Ihe inhabitants of theſe countries were what is called 
barbarous, at the time the prophet wrote; but there is not a 
word of civilizing them, to prepare them for the reception of the 
goſpel, which found its way at firſt to, and the molt cordial enter- 
taininent with, many whom the learned Greeks, and polithed 
Romans counted barbarous. Hence it hath been often mentioned 
as one of the honourable atchievements of Chriſtianity, that it had 
converted even the moſt ferocious, ſtupid and barbarous people, 
into gentleneſs, docility, and amiable manners, according to the 
well known figures of the prophet, of the lion and the lamb, the 
bear and the kid, lying down together, and a little child leading 
them, and laying his hand on the hole of the aſp, and playing a- 
round the cockatrice's den, without catching or dreading any harm. 
When God ſhall gather all nations, and they ſhall come and fee 
his glory, he will take of them for prieſts and for Levites, as 
there foretold, raiſe up from among them marry poliſhed ſhafts in 
his quiver, many ſcribes inſtructed into his kingdom, which will 
have a ſurpriſing effect on the rapid and extenſive progreſs of the 
goſpel in the worhyl. What aa animating proſpect does this fiagle 
prophecy open to our view! We ſeem to fce the high ways and 
the paſſages on every fide, crouded with joyful converts from e- 
very quarter. They come © upon horſes, and in chariots, and 
in litters, and upon mules, and upon {witt bealts;“ alluding, 
probabiy, to the journeys of the Jews from diſtant parts of te 
land of Judea to Jeruſalem, at their reſpective feitivais, or at 
their return from their captivity. What a itriking view does this 
give of a general turning to the Lord in every land, and of the 
eagerneſs with which the nations ſhall preſs into the Church, to 
offer and dedicate themſedes, in the moſt ſolemn manner, to the 
Lord and his ſervice}! 8 | | | | 
You will perhaps think, I have already rather abounded in 
ſcripture authorities, in proof of the point under conliderationy 
but fo delightful is the ſubject, and of ſuch importance is it to 
place its certainty in the cleareit light, chat I muit beg your aitcne 
tion to a few paſſages more in confirmation ot it. Ia the propliee 
ey of Jeremiah, we find the following noted prediction: © At 
that time they ſhall call Jerutalem the throne ot the Lora,” that 
is the church, in and by which he thall then reign. ** Aud all 
nations thall be gathered unto it, to the name of the Lord, to e- 
Tulaiem;” they ſhall become members of the church, diawu to it 
by che diſcoveries of the Lord's name or p-rfections, made to them 
in the goſpel. * Neither thall they walk any more alter the imas 
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gination of their evil heart. Thus ſhall ye ſay unto them, The 

gods that have not made the heavens and the earth, even they ſhall 

periſh from the earth, and from under the heavens. They are 

1 vanity, and the work of errors: In the time of their viſitation 

| they ſhall periſh.” Jer. iii. 17.—x- 11, 15. © The Lord alone 

1 (hall be exalted in that day, or regarded as the ſole object of re- 

F ligious worſhip. © And the idols he ſhall utterly aboliſh.— In 

ld that day a man ſhall caſt his idols of ſilver, and his idols of gold, 

== to the moles and to the bats.” Here the entire abolition of ido- 

| | latry in the earth is foretold, and the converſion of all nations to 

| Chriftianity: they ſhall wholly renounce their idolatry, and all 

' their wickedneſs, and glory in following the Lamb of God whither- 

| ſoever he goeth. | 

[ The prophet Daniel repreſents the Church as the laſt kingdom 

which (hall be found on earth, and ſhall become great, and fill 

the world, and exiſt for a long period, in a very bappy and glori- 

ous ſtate, all nations, and all mankind being included therein; 

% Thou ſaweſt (ſaid Daniel to the king) till a ſtone was cut out 

without hands, which ſmote the image upon his feet that were of 

iron and clay, and broke them in picecs. And the ſtone that 

ſmote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole 

earth.” The ſtone that becan e a great mountain filling the whole 

earth, is the Church, Meſſialls kingdom, which ſhall ſtand for e- 

yer, and fill and comprehend all nations. The prophet tells us, 

that he jaw in the night viſions one like the Son of man, come 

with the clouds of heaven, denoting the ſuddenneſs of his appear- 

ance to take pe ſſe ſſion of his kingdom; “ And there was given 

him dominion and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations 

and languages ſhculd ſerve bim: His dominion is an everlaſting 

domimon, which ſhall not paſs away, and his kingdom that which 

ſhall not be defitoyed.” More occurs to the tame purpoſe in the 
writings of this prophet. 8 ; 

_ Micah, in the 4th chapter of his prophecy, gives a grand pre- 

diction of the future enlargement and gftabliſhment of the . 

3 deemer?s kingdom in the earth, in almoſt the ſan.e words with his 

cc̃sðõ:ſ. temporary prophet Iſaiah, part of which I have already ad- 

duced. You may conſult at your leiſure the 3d. of Zephaniah's 

prophecy, from the $th verſe to the cloſe, where, after deſcribing 

and ſharply reproving the corrupt ſtate of the Jews, and their 

; princes, priefts and prophets, which applies to, or intends the 

- degenerate Gentile church, he denounces the out. pouring of his 

vengeance, and foretells at large the happineſs that ſhould follow. 

1he prophet Zechariah ſpeaks cf the ſame im portant event. 

« Sing and rejoice, O Daughter of Zion, for lo I come, and I 

will dwell in he midſt of thee, faith the Lord. And many na- 

tions ſhall be joined to the Lord in that day, and ſhall be my peo» 

ple; and I will dwell in the nidſt of thee. Behold thy King com- 

fy. | 5 


( 29 ) 
eth unto thee, —he ſhall ſpeak peace unto the Heathen: And his 
dominion ſhall be from ſea even to ſea, and from the river even to 
the ends of the earth. And it ſhall be in that day, that living wa- 
ters ſhall go out from Jeruſalem: half of them toward the former 
Tea, and half of them toward the hinder ſea; in ſummer and in 
winter it ſhall be. And the Lord ſhall be king over all the earth. 
In that day there ſhall be one Lord, and his name one.” How 
precious and extenſive the bleſſings contained in this prediction, 
l which ſhall be accompliſhed by the piomulgation of the goſpel 
X and the copious effuſion of the influences of the Holy Spirit! 
The Lord's declaration to the Jews, in reproof of their wicked. 
conduct, is alſo full and expreſs in proof of the important point I 
would eſtabliſh; For from the riſing of the ſun even unto the 
going down of the ſame, my name ſhall be great among the Gen- 
tiles, and in every place incenſe ſhall be offered unto my name, 
and a pure offering: for my name ſhall be great among the Heathen, 
ſaich the Lord of hofts.” Here is a promiſe that God ſhall be 
worſhipped in every place, from one end of the earth to the other, 
with all the expreſſions of unfeigned and fervent piery; an event 
not yet realized in the annals of mankind. 
Our Lord and his apoſtles often allude to the ſame ſubject. The 
parable of the grain of muſtard ſced ſown in the field, and of the 
leaven hid in three meaſures of meal, till the whole was leavened, 
to which our Lord compares the kingdom of heaven, or the goſpel 
ſtate of the church, ſeem to intend this very thing: for if the 
knowledge and practice of Chriſtianity become not one day uni- 
verſal in the earth, theſe ſimilitudes will not be realized to their 
full extent. He remarks to the ſame effect, . Now is the judg- 
ment of this world: now ſhal! che prince of this world be caſt 
out;” the ſame as to be bound up from deceiving the nations. 
« And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
me.” All that hath yet taken place in fulfilment of theſe ſayings, 
is only like the firſt fruits of what may be yet expected. The 
judgment of the world, and the caſting out of Satan, ſeems to 
point to the millennian ſtate, and the judgments which ſhall precede 
it, by which, and the preaching of the goſpel, Satan's kingdom 
ſhall be deſtroyed. And the drawing all men to the Redeemer, 
may denote the converſion of all nations to Chriſtianity, and their 
voluntary ſubjection to him; or that by far the greater part, if 
not all the individuals who ſhall then live upon the earth, ſhall be 
ſaved by the Lord. The commiſſion given to the apoſtles, © Go, 
preach the goſpel to every creature,” ſuppoſes a time will come 
when they thall do ſo by their inſpired writings; for there is no 
ſpeech nor language where their voice ſhall — © heard; for their 
ſound ſhall yet go out unto all the earth, and their words unto the 
ends of the world, in a more extenſive ſenſe than in the days of 
their perſonal miniſtry. Our Lord appears to have underſtood 
| ſome 
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3 paſſages of the Old Teſtament in this latitude; “ He aid 
unto them, Thus it is written that repentance and remiſſigu of 
fins ſhould be preached in his name among all nations, beginning 
at Jeruſalem,” Luke xxiv. 46, 47. And he alſo tells us, This 
goſpel of the kingdom ſhall be preached in all the world; for a 


 * witneſs unto all nations, and then {hail the end come,“ Mat. xxiv. 


14. Some would explain theſe and the like paſſages, as intending 
only that the goſpel, at one time or other, ſhall be publiſhed to all 


nations, and think they had their full accompliſhment in the days 


of the apoſtles; and therefore, that there is no other promulgt- 
tion of the goſpel to all nations to be expected. It cannot be ad- 
mitted, that all nations have heard the goſpel in the days of the a- 
poltles, becauſe many populous and extenſive regions of the earth 
were not then diſcoycred, the art of navigation being only in its 
infancy. The Roman empire, including the nations and countries 


ſubjected to its ſway, was then termed the world: but the reign 


of the Prince of. peace was meant to extend much farther, and his 
goſpel to be a witneſs to all nations. The laſt text quoted ſpeaks 
of the preaching of the goſpel in all the world, for a witneſs un- 
to all nations, a> a thing which ſhall more immediately precede the 
end, or conſummation'of all things; * then {all the end come,” 
which cannot be underſtood of the end of the Jewith civil and re- 
ligious polity z becauſe by the time that ſyſtem came to a final 
cloſe, the prediction was not accompliſhed. 

The book of Revelation contains a ſexies of prophecies 0 
ting the Church, which extend to the very cloſe of time. The 
Millennium is foretold in the 20th chapter, and its glorious ſtate 
deicribed in the two following, by figures borrowed from the ter- 
reſtrial paradiſe, yet adapted to r the ſtill ſuperior glory 
and felicity of the celeſtial ſtate. The four-and-twenty eiders, or 
the church repreſented by them, are introduced in the fifth chap- 
ter as-rcjoicing and praiſing Chriſt, for redeeming them out of e- 


very kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation, which inti- 


wates the univerſal ſpread of his kingdom, and alto the proſpect 


of reigning with him on the earth, when he ſhall come in his 


kingdom with power and great glory. In the '1 ith chapter, it is 
afſerted, that under the ſeventh trumpet, which compriſes all the 
events, trom the time of its ſounding, to the end of the world, 
ail the nations and kingdoms of the earth ſhall become one king 
dom under Chriſt, and be wholly ſwallowed up therein, not to be 
ſucceeded, ot to give place to any other. And the ſeventh angel 
ſounded, and there were great voices in heaven, ſaying, The king- 
doms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of 
his Chriſt, and be ſhall reign for ever and everz” or kingdom in 
the fingular, as it ought to be ſupplied: for our Lord's mediator 
kingdom is but one and indiviſible, if 4 may be allowed the 8 
fon. Lhe p<cultar charactciiliics of this kngeom 1s, righiteduſ- 
* ncis, 
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neſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, which conftitute its di- 
ſtinguiſhed glory and felicity. In the 19th chapter, the heaverly 
hoſts celebrate that grand event, as having actually taken place, 
and the great burden of their ſong of triumph is,“ Hallelujah,“ 
or Praiſe ye the Lord! © for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth,” . 
and will ſhew, by the acts of his power, juſtice and mercy, on 
his veſture and thigh a name written, King of kings, and Lord of 
lords, Thus the fulnefs of the Gentiles ſhall be brought in. 

The converſion of the Jews as a diſlinct people, will greatly 
add to the glory of Meſſiah's reſt in the latter day, and render his 
church, in the moſt full and emphatic ſenſe, the catholic, or uni- 
verſal church. I will not fay that they ſhall be reſtored as a peo- 
ple to the poſſeſhon of their ancient country, and bleſſed there 
with peculiar marks of the divine favour, tho' ſome ſcripture pre- 
dictions ſcem to import ſo much; but that they ſhall f. :re, and, 
in the ſulleſt ſenſe, enjoy, the glorious reſt, of which the land of 
promiſe was a pledge and figure, when the Deli ue ren ſhall come out 
ef Lion, to turn away engodlineſs from Jacob, | ſee no reaſon to call 
in queſtion. The predictions recorded in the 34th, 36th, and 35th 
chapters of EzekiePs prophecy, are allowed to look farther than 
to their return from Babylon, even to a deliverance and falvation 
of which that was but a type and pledge. Many things occur 
there, which cannot be applied, with any confiſtency, to the for- 
mer deliverance, intereſting and glorious as that was, nor can be 
ſheu ed to have received their accompliſhment in that event. Of 
this nature is the following: “ And I will ſet up one ſhepherd o- 
ver them, and he ſhall feed them, even my ſervant David; he 
{hall feed them, and he (hall be their ſh-pherd, And I the Lord 
will be their God, and my ſervant David a prince among them, I 
the Lord have ſpoken it. I will fave them out of all their dwel- 
ling places, wherein they have hnned, and will cleanſe them: fo 
ſhall they be my people, and I will be their God. And David my 
ſervant ſhall be king over them: and they all ſhall have one ſhep= 
herd 2 they ſhall alſo walk in my judgments, and obſerve my ſta- 
tutes and do them. And they thall dwell in the land that I have 
given unto Jacob my ſervant, wherein your fathers have dwelt, 
and they ſhall dweli therein, even they and their children, and 
their childrens children for ever. Moreover, I will make a cove- 
nant of peace with them, and I will place them, and multiply 
them, and will ſet my ſanctuary in the midſt of them for ever- 
more,” &c. Ezek. xxxiv. 23, 24-—XxXxvit. 23, 24, 25, 26. That 
the ever. bleſſed Jeſus, the King of Zion, is intended by David, 
that patriarch having been an eminent type of him, there can be 
little reaſon to doubt; for the literal David had ſlept with his fa- 
thers for ages prior to the period referred to in the prophecy, even 
limiting it to the reſtoration from Babylon. The Lord Chriſt is the 
good 3 of Iſrael, under whoſe immediate na | 
whole 
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whole flock, conſiſting both of Jews and Gentiles, ſhall one day 
be gathered. There is every reaſon then to believe, that the e- 
vents predicted look much farther than to any thing attained by 
the Jews as a people, prior to his coming in the fleſh, even to the 


copious bleſſings of the goſpel church, to the enjoyment of which 


they ſhall be brought in the laſt days. Due attention to the ex- 
preſs and ſpecific language of the ſacred text, forces a conviction 


of this on the mind. b | 
The prophet Hoſea, it is more than probable, refers to the ſame 
ious event. For the children of Iſrael ſhall abide many 
days without a king, and without a prince, and without a ſacri- 
fice, and without an image, or idol, and without an ephod, and 
without teraphim. Afterward ſhall the children of Iſrael return, 
and ſeck the Lord their God, and David their king, and fhall fear 
the Lord, and his goodneſs in the latter day,” Hol. iii. 4, 5. 


For a long time have the Jews been in the ſtate here deſcribed, 


and in that ſtate will they remain, until they return, and ſubmit 


to Jeſus Chrift as their king; the accompliſhment of which de- 


Grable event this prediction infallibly ſecures. 

The apoſtle ſeems to place this point in the cleareſt light, in the 
11th,of his epiſtle to the Romans, which time does not permit us 
minutely to inveſtigate. He begins by reprobating the idea which 


ſome would inculcate, that God hath rejected the Jewiſh nation, 


or will leave them to periſh in their infidelity : © Hath God caſt a- 
way his people? God forbid. Have they ſtumbled, “ adds he, © that 


they ſhould fall? God forbid: but rather thro? their fall ſalvation is 


come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealouſy,” or e- 
mulation, as the word imports. * Now if the fall of them be 


the riches of the world, and the diminiſhing, decay or Jeſs, of 


them the riches of the Gentiles : how much more their fulneſs ? 
or the reſtoration of the Jews as a people to the complete enjoy- 
ment of the bleſſings which they now rejeCt thro? unbelief. For 
if the caſting away of them be the reconciling of the world ; what 
{hall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead.” Does the 
apoſtle here argue upon a mere ſuppoſition, or the admiſſion of a 
fact which ſhall never take — Tho? he ſeems, v. 23. to ſus» 
ſpend the exertion of God's power in recovering them, upon their 
not continuing obſtinately in unbelief; yet is it God's province 
and prerogative to make them willing in the day of his power, 
which the period in queſtion may be emphatically ſtiled. And 


they alſo, if they bide not ſtill in unbelief, ſhall be grafted in: for 
God is able to graff them in again;” as able as in the caſe of the 


Gentiles, and will infallibly do it in due ſeaſon. Paul reminds the 
Gentiles to whom he wrote, as a mean to-keep them humble, that 
blindneſs in part, or for a limited time, happened to Iſrael, until 


the fulneſs of the Gentiles be come in; which plainly intimates 
the converſion both of Jews and Gentiles in a collective capacity 5 
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that of the former ſucceeding to the converfion of the latte 
& And ſo all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved; as it is written, There ſhall 
come out of Zion the deliverer, and ſhall turn away ungodlineſs 
from Jacob. For this is my covenant unto them, when I ſhall 
take away their fins.” As touching their ancient election as a 
people, they are {till beloved for their fathers ſakes. He adds, as 
a reaſon, For the gifts and calling of God are without 
repentance,” or what ſhall never be totally retraCted; which plain. 
ly intimates that God till regards them as his people, and hath 
mercy in tore for them; that thro' the mercy extended to the 
Gentiles, © they alſo may obtain mercy,” when the chief Shep- 
herd ſhall come to ſeek and ſave the loſt or ſtraying ſheep of the 
houſe of Iſrael. © For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, e 
ſhut them all up together, as the margin renders it; namely, both 
E and Gentiles, “that he might have mercy upon all,“ by 
ringing them all into one fold, under Chriſt the good Shepherd, 
who hath laid down his life for the ſheep. Can any thing more 
expreſsly declare God's gracious intention to bleſs the ſeed of A- 
braham his friend, as Meſſiah's future ſubjects, made willing in 
the day of his power? When our Lord fays, © Other ſheep L 
have, which are not of this fold: them alſo I muſt bring, and 
they ſhall hear my voice; and there ſhall be one fold, and one 
ſhepherd,” he plainly intimates that both Jews and Gentiles ſhall 
be uuited under his paſtoral care, or become one Church. In proſ- 
ect of this, the apoſtle exclauns, O the depth of the riches 
boch of the wiſdom and knowledge of God ! how unſearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways paſt finding out!” In the impor- 
tant paſſage thus glanced at, we find a twofold fulneſs,—the ful- 
neſs of tlie Jews, and the fulneſs of the Gentiles, which muſt in- 
clude the whole of the human race. And he ſpeaks of the con- 
verts from both in the firſt ages of Chriſtianity, as only the firſt 
fruits compared to the full harveſt that ſhould follow. Hence we 
find the children of Iſrael clafſed with the inhabitants of thoſe + 
parts of the world, that were moſt noted for their ignorance of 
the true God, aad enmity to him, in a remarkable prediction 
which aſcertains the converſion of both to the Chriſtian church. 
“In that day ſhall there be an altar to the Lord in the midſt of the 
land of Egypt; for they ſhall cry unto the Lord becauſe of the 
oppreſſors, and he ſhall ſend them a Saviour and a great one, and 
he ſhall deliver them. And the Lord ſhall be known in Egypt, 
and the Egyptians ſhall keow the Lord in that day, and they thall 
return even to the Lord, and he ſhall be intreated of them, and 
ſhall heal them, In that day ſhall Iſrael be the third with Egypt, 
and with Aſſyria, even a bleſſing in the midſt of the land: whom 
the Lord of hoſts ſhall bleſs, ſaying, Bleſſed be Egypt my people, 
and Aﬀyria, the work of my hands, and Iſrael mine inheritance,“ 
Iſa. xix. This paffage is not of 3 ſignification. Po. 


Thus 


I 
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Thus have I aſcertained, it is. hoped to the conviction of every 
can lid enquirer, an important point, by producing a great variety 
of clear and explicit predictions, namely, the converſion of all 


nations, both Jews and Gentiles, to the faith and hope of the goſ- 


pel, u hen the number of mankind, for reaſons to be hereafter aſ- 
ſigned, may be. a thouſand times greater than at preſent, when 
perhaps, there ſhall be few, if any wicked among them. This 


conſideration alone, tho? no other were adverted to, is ſufficient 


to eſtabliſh the truth in the text, and ſhew that Me ſſiah's reſt in 


the laſt days ſhall be glorious beyond what human language can 


deſcribe. Many other prophecies, beſides thoſe adduced, may 
ſerve to confirm and illuſtrate the ſame thing, 
By the light afforded in the ſacred writings, we way trace ſome 
other diſtinguiſhed privileges of the reſt in queſtion, whence it 
may be termed gloricus. As theſe however, are partly included 


in the particulars already diſcuſſed on this part of the ſubject, or 


eaſily deduced from them, there is the leſs occaſion to enlarge. 


The grand period intended in our text, will be remarkable for 
the eminent piety and holineſs of the members of the Church. 
This will be one bleſſed fruit of its increaſed light, and enlarged 
ſpiritual enjoyments. In proportion as the truths or doctrines of 
Chriſtianity are ſeen and felt, in their native evidence, and divine 
power, will be the purity of Chriſtians in heart and life, the con- 
ſolations of the Spirit, or the joys of the Lord, which are the 
ſtrength of the ſoul, and the ſpirituality of their affections, and 
the ſervency of their devotions; which will not conſiſt in blind ve- 
neration, or temporary emotions, nor degenerate into ſuperſtition, 
The liberal ſupplies of the Spirit, the glorious privilege of the pe- 
riod under review, enjoyed in and by the word and ordinances of 


the goſpel, will ſecure ſuch ſcriptural piety and holineſs, and hap- 


pily guard againſt every oppoſite extreme. Theſe ſupplies ſhall be 
ſo copious, that they are compared to a river, a pure river of the 
water of life, clear as cryital, intimating their nature and effects; 


and proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb, point- 


ing at the ſource whence theſe ſupplies come. The whole beauti- 
ful ſcenery, as exhibited to John in viſion, is allowed to refer to 
the happy ſtate before us, and to be deſcriptive of its eminent pri- 
vileges; when incenſe and a pure offering ſhall aſcend to God in 
every place, and all nations will ſerve him in the beauty of holi- 
neſs. In the dwellings of the righteous the voice of ſacred joy 
and melody ſhall be heard; and the morning and evening ſacrifice 
of adoration, thankſgiving, and praiſe preſented 3 and theſe dwel- 


ings will poſſibly*be as numerous as the abodes of men. Then 


God will love the dwellings of Jacob, and delight in the gates of 


Zion, where his honour and glory ſhall fix their abode, and give 


and receive continued diſplays. Ius will be beautify, as he pro- 
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miſes, the place of his ſanctuary, and make the place of his feet 
f glorious, even an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations. 
| His profeſſed people alſo ſhall be all righteous : they ſhall inherit the 
land for ever, the branch of his planting, the work of his hands, 
that he may be glorified, Iſa. Ix. So noted will this period be for 
unfeigned piety, and univerſal holineſs, that the moſt common u- 
tenſils are repreſentad as devoted to the Lord, and employed in his 
ſervice. © In that day ſhall there be upon the bells, or brid/es, of 
the horſes, Holineſs unto the Lord; and the pots in the Lord's 
"houſe ſhall be like the bowls before the altar. Yea, every pot in 
"Jeruſalem, and in Judah, ſhall be holineſs unto the Lord of hoſts.“ 
"Chat uſeful animal the horſe will not be employed, as now, in 
the ſlaughter of the human race, or proſtituted to the gratification 
of the baſeſt luſts, and the profanation of the Lord's day, which 
will be held every where ſacred to his honour and ſervice, without 
the intervention of human laws. When the Lord keeps hie vine= 
yard night and day, and waters it every moment —when the ſer- 
vants are vigilant, and the enemy is reſtrained from ſowing tares a- 
mong the wheat, what a beautiful proſpect will that ſacred incloſure 
preſent to every enlightened eye? The Church ſhall then ſhine 
forth clear as the ſun, fair as the moon, and grand and terrible as 
an army with banners; yea, appear clothed with the ſun, and ha- 
ving the moon under her feet. Then Zion ſhall ariſe and ſhine, 
her light being come, and the glory of the Lord riſen upon her. 
What refined pleaſure will the exerciſcs of true religion then afford, 
eſpecially in the aſſemblies of the ſaints, when love to God, and 
brotherly love prevail, and the ſpirit of true devotion animates and 
exalts the whole ſervice! Jeſus will then feed among the lilies, 
walk amidſt the golden candleſticks, hold the ſtars in his right- 
hand, and come into his garden to eat his pleaſant fruits. Wiſ- 
dom's ways ſhall then eminently prove ways of pleaſantneſs, and 
all her paths peace. | 


Connected with the above, and reſulting from it, ſhall be the 
peculiar happineſs of mankind during this auſpicious p riod. 4 

great variety of circumſtances will contribute to this, like a river 

fed by innumerable-ſtreams in its courſe. Hail, bleſſed period, 

when truth and peace, holineſs and blifs, tranquillity and joy, 
_- {hall 7 longer deſert the abodes of men, but prevail over all the 

= earth 

3 The righteous Lord of all hath fixed an inſeparable connection 
betwixt vice and miſery, and between true picty and rectitude of 
conduct, and genuine felicity. He .Micts none willing iy, and in 
proportion as his people ceaſe to offend, and to need the rod of 
correction, will he make his face to thine upon them, and their 

ſouls to reſt from the power of evil. The ſources whence the 
happineſs of the righteous ſhall then flow are too many and di- 
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Fexſiſied to admit a particular inveſtigation. Conformity to God 


in holy tempers and diſpoſitions, and intimate communion and 
fellowſhip with him, and with one another, for which theſe qua- 


Hfy, will conſtitute no ſmall part of their bleſſedneſs, which ſhall 
- be increaſed by the conſideration that countleſs numbers partake of 


the ſame ſublime felicity. The bright and aſſured proſpect of fu- 


ture glory and immortality, in the immediate preſence, and full 


fruition of God, angels, and fellow ſaints, muſt greatly enhance 


all their joys. "ul 

Every call to the nations to expreſs their joy in ſongs of praife 
to God, amounts to a proof of the happineſs intended for them 
in future, under the wile and equitable adminiſtration of the Al- 
mighty. With juſtice then does he exhort his people to be glad 
and rejoice in the new heavens, and the new earth which he will 
create; for adds he, * Behold I create Jerufalem a rejoicing, and 
her people a joy.“ | | 


The abſence, in a great meaſure, of penal evil will conſtitute 


one of the diſtinguiſhed privileges of this happy age. Remove 
the cauſe, and the effect may be expected of courſe to ceaſe. 
When a people*s ways pleaſe the Lord, their pains and ſorrows 
will be few in number, or at leaſt, be more than counterbalanced 
by divine ſuccours under them, and the certain hopes of deliver- 
ance and future bliſs. This is intimated in that 65th of Iſaiah, 


to which I have juſt now referred; where you will find, from the 


17th verſe to the cloſe, ſuch a detail of the various bleſſings that 
enter into the ſtate in queſtion, as conſtitutes the whole a reſt in 
all reſpects truly glorious. Both God and man will rejoice in this 
reſt or felicity; for when the Lord promiſes to create Jeruſalem a 
rejoicing, and her people a joy, he ſubjoins; * And I will rejoice 
in Jeruſalem, and joy in my people, and the voice of weeping 
ſhall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying.” This 
promiſe evidently imports, th-t every ſource of pain and ſorrow 
ſhall be removed, that the Lord himſelf, as exprefſed elſewhere, 
ſhall wipe away every tear from their eyes. In this view, there 


Tall be no night there, which includes miſery and ſorrow, as well 


as Ignorance, and the inhabitant ſhall not ſay, I am ſich, Iſa. xxxiii. 
24. That this promile may be underſtood of ſome happy ſtate on 


earth, may be inferred from the reaſon aſſigned: the people that 


dwell therein ſhall be forgiven their inigity, - tho? the connexion did 
not 10 cleariy aſcertain it. In another noted paſſuge, it is ſaid, 
« He will ſwailow up death in victory, and the Lord God will 
wipe away tears from off all faces, and the rebuke ot his people 
ſhall he take away from off all the earth: for the Lord hath ſpoken 
it.” hat the apoſtle John hath an eye to this paſſage of the pro- 
phet, in his deſcription of the new Jeruſalem, there can be no 


doubt; And J heard a great voice out of heaven, ſaying, Behold, 


the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, 
hens: CI and 
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and they ſhall be his people, and God himſelf ſhall be with them, 
and be their God. And God ſhall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes; and there ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor cry- 
ing, neither ſhall there be any more pain: for the former things 
are paſſed away,” Rev. xxi- 3, 4. Theſe things apply, in the 
fulleſt ſenſe, only to the heavenly ſtate, and are generally ſo un- 
derſtood; but they may have an accompliſhment in that ſtate alſo, 
which is intended to exhibit the brighteſt emblem thereof. The 
connection in both places juſtifies this application, or rather, makes 
it neceſſary. God's reſidence among men, being denoted by a 
- tabernacle, or moveable tent, and his dwelling with them, inſtead 
of their dwelling with him, as is the caſe in heaven, ſeems to de- 
note that the ſlate referred to does not intend their final reſt. It 
may be ſaid, that here ſball be no mere death in this glorious period, 
becauſe that event will ſo far change its nature to mankind in gene- 
ral, as more to reſemble a tranſlation from this vale of mortality 
to the regions of the bleſſed, than a natural death. Or that term 
may be intended to denote, in the paſſige quoted above, ſuch ex- 
treme diſtreſs or danger, as threatens human life; in which ſenſe 
Paul employs it, when he ſpeaks of his having been in deaths often. 
That ſolemn declaration which our Lord makes, in character of 
Judge, towards the cloſe of the facred canon, and the reply of the 
Church, make it more than probable, that all the preceding events, 
diſcovered to John in viſion, will take place before the final judg- 
ment. © Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, 
to give every man according as his work ſhall be. He which teſ- 
tifieth theſe things, ſaith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even 
ſo come Lord Jeſus.” 'This admitted, what a happy ſtate of the 
Church, when the black characters mentioned Rev. xxii. 15. ſhall 
have no place within her walls; for theſe have their ſtanding with- 
out the gates of the holy city. Wheſdever loveth and maketh a 
lie ſhall not enter into it, intimating that no hypocrites will be 
there, whoſe religious profeſſion and practice wholly conſiſt in 
making a lie. | | | 
Remove from the human race the pains, diſeaſes and diſappoint- 
ments incurred by their own follies, and entailed by their vices, and 
how much will you diminiſh the liſt of human woes? Remove 
b alſo all the diſtreſs occaſhoned by the errors of their judgment, the 
4 corrupt propenſions of the will, and the tyrannic ſway of unruly 
l paſſions, and how much will you diſpel the gloom of human lite, 
and brighten all its paſſing ſcenes? The moral cauſes already aſ- 
| ſigned will natively produce ſuch effects. Need it then ſeem. incre« 
"0 dible, that God will, at that period, inflict immediately few or-no | 
= penal evils, when the benign purpoſes, intended to be now ſerved 
by ſuch, ſhall, in a great meaſure, be ſuperceded. But this may 
be alſo partly accounted for on natural principles. "Temperance 
aud moderation, with chearfulneſs of diſpoſition, and the due 
KA government 
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government of the paſſions, will have a ſurpriſing effect, when 
become univerſal, in alleviating the miſeries of mankind. There 
is reaſon too, to ſuppoſe, that the medical art will be carried to ſuch 


perfection, that there will be few if any complaints or diſeaſes in- 


cident to human nature, for which an effeCtual ſpecific will not 


be diſcovered. The increafed cultivation and improvement of the 


earth, which its vaſt population will require and make eaſy, will 
alſo greatly contribute to the health of ics inhabitants. Many diſ- 
eaſes owe their exiſtence, or malignity, and difficulty of cure, to 


cauſes which originate from the want of ſuch improvement. 


Much is the atmoſphere in general infected, and even the produe- 
tions of the earth impregnated with bad qualities, from the 
noxious vapors which tens, lakes, foreſts and inhoſpitable wilds 
fend forth in abundance. Thus man receives the feeds of debility, 
diſeaſe and death, with his daily food, and with every breath he 
draws, which grow with his growth, ſtrengtben with his ſtrength, 
embitter his comforts, and abridge the ſpan of his preſent momen- 
tary exiſtence. The beneficial effects ariſing from a high ſtate of 


cultivation appear from the preſent ſtate of the Campania of an- 


cient Rome, compared to what it exhibited in the flouriſhing days 
of the old Romans. Then no province in Italy could compete 
with it, being one of the moſt beautiful, fertile, and healthful 
ſpots, perhaps, in the whole world. But now, thro' the want of 


cultivation, being part of the Pops's patrimony, it preſents little 


.elic but a continued marſh or fen, which perpetually ſends forth 


_unwholſonie damps and exhaltations, to the no ſmall prejudice of 


the heaith of the inhabitants. If ſtanding armies mult be ſup- 
ported in the world, did the kings of the earth employ them in 
making high- ways, clearing woody grounds, draining and improve 
ing twamps. and moraſles, in cultivating the earth, and the like, 
inſtead of hiring the human race to murder each other, (for ſuch 
are all wars on one fide or other, if not on both) and fo drench 


the parent ſoil with kindred blood, and fatten it with the mangled 


remains of the ſlain, how honourable to themſelves and ſervants, 
aud bene ſicial to mankind, would be the conſequences! * 


- Longevity, or the protraction of human life, there is reaſon to 
think, will prove another ſignal privilege of the millennial reſt, 
This privilege men enjoyed while the carth was fuſt pcopling, 


and their manners remained uncorrupted, till the ſad increaſe of 


infidelity, oppreſſion, and every ſpecies of wickedneſ:, made the 
abridgment of human life, to the contracted ſpan of à few {core 
years, inſlead of hundreds, an act of compaſſion, as well as of 
2 When mankind had groſsly corrupted their ways, and vio- 
lence. prevailed in the earth, to lengthen out the period of their 


preſent exiſtence. to nigh a thouſand years, or even to hundreds, 


would bg in cffect to jcuder the wicked exceeding vile, and per- 
| tec} 
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ſect adepts in the arts of vice and impiety, and to exerciſe the 
righteous with trials too great for humanity to bear; the proſ- 
pe ct of final deliverance, and future bliſs being placed at ſuch a 
diſtance. Hope ſo deferred would make the heart fick; whence 
an enlightened character ſays of the preſent life, «I lothe it, I 
would not live alway: let me alone, for my days are vanity.” But 
upon the ſuppoſition. that the human race were in general what 
they ought to be, a long and happy life here would be a great bleſs- 
ing, and productive of many beneficial effects to mankind; under 
which notion it hath been promiſed as a reward to the faithful, to 
encourage their fidelity and zeal in the ſervice of their God. 
S:cing then that human life was ſhortened as a punithment of the 
degeneracy and crimes of mankind, and to prevent their becoming 
exceeding vile and profligate, it appears quite agreeable to the 
common procedure of the Divine adminiſtration, to remore this 
puniſhment, when the cauſe which'procured it ſhall ceaſe to exiſt, 
and exert its fatal ſway. Another reaſon of the long lives of the 
antediluvians, their multiplying and repleniſhing the earth, will 
- exiſt in the period to which our text ſeems to refer: for it is al- 
| lowed that mankind will be ſo reduced in number before the Mil- 
lennium commence, by the awful judgmeyts of Heaven for their 
crimes, that without ſuch a meaſure, in of being mulriplied, 
they would he greatly diminiſhed; and the ſcriptures ſeem to con- 
firm the idea of the vaſt reduction of mankind by the dread ope- 
ration of ſuch judgments. | 
Suffice it to refer you to one paſſage of holy writ, which ſeems 
to render human longevity in the laſt days much more than pro- 
bable. This you have in the chapter I a little ago referred to as 
deſcriptive of the privileges of this ſacred reſt. ** They ſhall not 
build, and another inhabit; they ſhall not plant and another eat: 
for as the days of a tree are, or ſhall be, the days of my people, 
and mine elect ſhall long enjoy the work of their hands,” or, as 
the margin has it, * ſhall wear out the works of their own hands.” 
'This plainly imports long life, and real enjoyment; for how few 
can be ſaid to enjoy the work of their hands ! and the contracted 
ſpan of human life does not permit any to wear out ſome of theſe. 
On the above text, an eminent Commentator (Biſhop Lowth) re- 
marks, © It is commonly ſuppoſed, that the oak, one of the moſt 
long-lived of the trees, laſts about a thouſand years; being five 
hundred years growing to full perfection, and as many decaying : 
which ſeems to be a moderate and probable computation. The 
Prophet's idea ſeems to be, that they ſhall live to the age of the 
Antediluvians; which ſeems to be very juſtly exprefſed by the days 
of a tree, according to our notions.” What a glorious proſpeCty 
when theſe protracted years ſhall be devoted to the nobleſt purpo- 
ſes, the only circumſtance which can render ſuch a long life eli- 
gible! We are alſo told, that“ there ſhall be no more zhence x 


or 
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or there, an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled 
his days; that is, ſay ſome, improved them to the beſt purpoſe; 
fay others, fulfilled them, or reached the common boundary of 
human lite at the important period in queſtion. The fame ſenti- 
ment ſeems farther confirmed by what is added; “ For the child 
ſhall die an hundred years old, but the finner being an hundred 
years old ſhall be accurſed !” Of all the gloſſes I have met with 
on this paſſage, none pleaſes me better than that given in the ver- 
ſion of the learned author referred to above, who muſt be allowed 
to have underſtood the original well. For he, that dieth at an hun- 
dred years, foall die a boy; and the finner that dieth at an hundred 
gears, ſhall be deemed accurſed. Which, if I miſtake not, imports, 
that a hundred years will then bear much the ſame proportion to 
the ordinary term of human life, that the age of a boy now does 
to that of an old man. And that the death of him who dies at an 
hundred will be looked upon as ſo premature and uncommon, that 
it will be regarded as a particular puniſhment of ſome heinous 

tranſgreſſions. 1 | #3 
This leads me to add, that it is probable, there will be few or 
no deaths of children in the period under conſideration. Some of 
the reaſons already aſſigned account in part for this. The death 
of children ſeems to have been a rare thing even ſo late as the days 
of David; elſe how could the death of his child by Bathſheba be 
viewed as ſuch a ſingular token of rhe divine diſpleaſure at his 
crime? Other inſtances in ſcripture ſeem to give weight to this 
obſervation, In the preſent ſtate of things, the death of ſo great 
a proportion of the human race in infancy ought to be viewed as 
an act both of wiſdom and goodneſs in God, who does nothing 
without the beſt of reaſons, nor has given exiſtence to one ſingle 
being in vain. They are taken away from many evils to come, 
and from the worſt of evils, the fatal influence of corrupt exam- 
| ples, ſo prevalent every where, and too often ſet them by the very 
eings, who, under God, gave them exiſtence and birth. Not 
only the ſeed of the ungodly, who are frequently ſacrificed more 
effectually to the wicked one than children of old were to Moloch, 
are taken away, by an early death, from many evils to come; 
but even the children of pious parents, who often ſee them with 
continued pain and ſorrow go aſtray when ſpared ; whence the 
bitter lamentations of David over the untimely death of his un- 
natural ſon Abſalom. And not only are they taken away from 
future evils, but we would indulge the pleaſing hope, till the word 
of God forbid it, that they are removed to the poſſeſſion of a hap- 
pineſs which the world cannot give: for if the momentary pains 
of about a hundred and twenty thouſand perſons, that could not 
diſcern between their right hand and their left, yea, the preſerva- 
tion of brute animals, weighed with God as a reaſon for ſparing 
vaſt multitudes of adult ſinners, when their crimes had W | 
| dread 
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dread denunciation of ſpeedy deſtruction; can we for a moment 
admit, that the eternal miſery of any proportion of infants can be 
a matter of indifference to the benign Author of all exiſtence, 
who regards his creatures, without exception, with a parent's eye, 
till obſtinacy in guilt, in the face of a revealed remedy, renders his 
grace and mercy a ſpring ſhut up, and a fountain ſealed? What 
valuable purpoſe can ſuch a ſacrifice ſerve under his wiſe and juſt 
adminiſtration? or what perfection of his nature requires it to be 
made? If the bowels of the divine mercy yearn over old tranſ- 
greſſors, who have voluntarily offended their Maker times paſt 
number, and importunately ſolicit their acceptance; can we ſup- 
poſe them ſhut and ſealed againſt thoſe who never offended him, 
nor once deipiſed or rejected the remedy provided? Such a con- 
duct be far from him. Lhe Judge of all the earth will do right. 
The infinite merits of the ſecond Adam, the Lord from heaven, 
will be more eff-Etual to ſave, we have reaſon to hope, than the 
firſt fin of the firſt Adam can be to condemn. This admitted, the 
oppoſers of the doctrine of original fin will be deprived of their 
molt cogent pleas againſt it. The early removal of ſuch little ones, 
of whom the kingdom of heaven is ſaid to be made up, while o- 
thers have their days. lengthened out, and are perhaps left to pe- 
Tiſh in their fins, affords ſufficient ſcope to the divine ſovereignty, 
thy” we extend not its operation to the ſtate beyond the grave, 5 
the cverlaſting miſery of unoffending millions of our race. Theſe 
adult ſinners, who can preſume on the divine mercy for them- 
{: |ves, and yet exclude from its benefit many of God's intelligent 
off-pring, who never offended him, have reaſon to fear, that with 
what judgment they judge, they ſhall be judged; and with what 
meaſure they mete, it thall be meaſured to them again: for if 
ſuch things, upon their own principles, may be done in the green 
tree, what ſhall be done in the dry? But to return. 

The reaſons which make ſo many early deaths an act of wiſdom 
and mercy now, will ceaſe in that blefſed age which God ſhall 
create, and dignify and bleſs with peculiar tokens of his favour. 
The afflitions and death of children are intended for the benefit 
of others, and often for the eorreQion of parents, for not train- 
ing them up for the Lord, or ſuffering them to occupy that place 
in their cares and aff:Qtions, which ought to be ſacred to himſelf, 
and the concerns of their ſouls and eternity, or for ſome other 
wiſe ends. When theſe ends are otherwiſe anſwered, this ſevere 
diſcipline, there is reaſon to hope, will be happily ſuperceded. 
«© There ſhall! be no more thence an infant of days,” which may 
intend, not oniy an old perſon of weak intellect, or a child in un- 
derſtanding: but alſo one whoſe period of exiſtence on earth ſhall 
not be numbered by years, not having reached the expiration e- 
ven of one, but by days. The clauſe is accordingly rendered, by 

the famous author, juſt now mentioned; Ne more ſhall be there an 
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infant ſhort-lived. And his tranſlation of the following clauſe re- 
peats the ſame idea; „“ Fhey ſhall not labour in vain, nor brin 
forth for trouble; according to him, My choſen ſhall not labour in 
vain ; neither ſhall they generate a ſhort-lived race; and the reaſon is 
added: for they ſhall be a ſeed bleſſed of Jehovah ; they and their of- 
Fring with them; or, as our own verſion renders it: © for they are, 
or ſhall be, the ſeed of the bleſſed of the Lord, and their offspring 
with them.” This comprehends at leaſt three generations, all of 
whom are objects of the divine favour. 
Let me fora moment indulge the pleaſing refleQtions which ſuch 
a ſtate of things ſuggeſts. I hrice auſpicious æra, when the minds 
of a young generation will be early endued with ſacred knowledge, 
their hearts with heavenly wiſdem and grace, and their tender 
years preſerved from the fatal infection of corrupt examples! for 
then iniquity, as aſhamed, fhall hide her face, and ill men be no 
more. How pleafing to hear ſuch ſing hoſannas to the Son of 
David, and aſcribing glory, honour and bleſſing to him who came 
in the name of the Lord to ſave them! He will then ordain 
+ ſtrength, and perfect praiſe from the mouths of babes and ſuck- 
lings. Their progreſs in wiſdom and uſeful! knowledge will bear 
pace with their advance in years and in ſtature. The affe ctionate 
parents will then be ſpared the anguiſh ſo often felt over the guil- 
ty ſtrayings of a prodigal child, and the parting pangs, and the 
bitter tears, now ſo often felt and ſhed over the remains of our 
dear offspring; for then they ſhall ſpring up like olive plants a- 
round their board, adorned and enriched with amiable accompliſh- 
wents, and the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs. Theſe ſhall 
grow up to manhood under their eye, flouriſh in their preſence, 
and be long enjoyed as the ſtaff of their honourable old age. In 
death their friendly hand will cloſe the eyes of thoſe who gave 
them birth, depoſit in the duſt their hoary head, that crown of | 
glory found in the paths of righteouſneſs ; while the bright pro- 1 
ſpects of approaching immortality ſhall ſpare the heaving figh, 
and check the flowing tear; yea, ſmooth the rugged brow of death, 
and throw a chearing light around his darkſome vale. Pain and 
ſickneſs loſe their ſmart, if permitted to aſſail the departing ſaint, 
and death, the king of terrors, is diveſted of his ſting, and the 
grave of her boaſted victory. Does ſuch a change deſerve the 
name of death? Is it not rather a triumphant tranſlation from 
the happy abodes of peace, purity and love on earth, to the ſtill 
ſuperior felicity of the upper world? Who would not ſay, Let 
me die the death of ſuch righteous ones, and let my latter end be 
like theirs ? | 2 
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Univerſal, uninterrupted peace will alſo conſtitute the glory and 
felicity of Meſſiah's millennial reign. Thus ſhall it poſſeſs, in the 
molt complete and extenſive ſenſe, that * and repoſe of 
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which the continued peace of Solomon's proſperous reign was a 
pledge and figure. One of the honourable titles of our great 
peace-maker is, The Prince of peace, whole birth was announced 
by an angel to the pious. ſhepherds as the ſubject of good tidings 
of great joy to all people; while a multitude of the heavenly hoſts 
ſung in concert, © Glory to God in the higheſt, peace on earth, 
and good-will to men.” He ſball ſpeak peace unto the Heathen, who 


will thence become his willing people, and incorporate with his 


Church. The promiſe that men ſhall inhabit the houſes which 
they build, and eat the fruit of the vineyards which they plant; 
that they ſhall not build, and another inhabit ; that they ſhall not 
plant and another eat, but long enjoy the works of their hands, 
evidently ſuppoſes the abſence, or termination of wars, or a ſtate 
of hoſtilities, which renders property of every kind inſecure, and 
makes it often change its owners. Tho? his people in every age, 
are bleſſed with a peace which the world can neither give nor take 
away; yet mankind in general have been hitherto the prey of war, 
with very ſhort intervals of reſt from the ſcourge of this fell de- 
ſtroyer; and that thro' the luſts and paſſions which wage war in 
the members of a few individuals, and their own crimes which 
procure them this chaſtiſement. But we are taught to look for- 
ward to a period, when theſe bloody and diſtreſſing ſcenes ſhall 
ceaſe, and peace and benevolence bear univerſal ſway among men. 
For this peaceful zra, the judgments of heaven, in ſubſervience to 
the means of grace, ſhall prepare them. So ſaith the prophet, 


And he ſhall- judge among the nations, and ſhall rebuke many 
people: and they thall beat their ſwords into plow-ſhares, and 
their ſpears into pruning-hooks : nation ſhall not lift up ſword a- 


gainſt nation, neither ſhall they learn war any more.“ Surely this 
prediction is not to be confined to men, as ſome would have it, 
merely in the capacity of church- members; for the language in 
which it is expreſſed admits of no ſuch limitation. The ſame pre- 
eious promiſe is expreſſed in the chapter where our text lies, by 
beaſts of prey, and poiſonous reptiles, laying afide their ferocity 
and venom, and becoming tame, docile and harmleſs. This 
change is there too, aſcribed to the cauſes already aſſigned. With 
righteouſneſs ſhall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity, 
for the meek of the earth: and he ſhall ſmite the earth with the 
rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips Lay ſlay the 
wicked.” To judge the poor, is to judge for them, or avenge 
their wrongs, which Meſſiah is ſaid to do with righteouſneſs or 
juſtice. Thus fierce and wicked men, compared to lions, adders, 
and other noxious animals, ſhall be either cut off, or have their 
nature changed; whence © they ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all 
God's holy mountain : for the earth ſhall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the ſea.” In this mountain, 
which ſhall then fill the whole earth, the hand and the glory ofthe 
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Lord ſhall reſt ; and there will he ordain peace for his people, and 
keep thoſe in perfect peace whoſe minds are ſtayed on him: be- 
= ary they traſt in him. The Pſalmiſt tells us, That in his days 


ſhall the righteous flouriſh : and abundance' of peace ſo long as the 
moon endureth. Tho' infidelity and vice return, like a flood, after 


the thouſand years of Chriſt's reign are finiſhed ; yet is it probable, | 


from this expreſſion, that there will be no more wars after that. 
period. We indeed read of the wicked gathering, (Rev. xx.) with 
Boflile deſigns around the camp of the ſaints, but this does not 
neceſſarily infer war, as theſe are not ſaid to oppoſe them; and the 
Lord's ſudden and ſignal interpoſition, compared to fire coming 
down from heaven to devour them, will probably reclaim the ſur- 
viving from every ſuch attempt in future. As too many of the 
human race have in every age delighted in war, God will yet give 
them a ſurfeit of that ſanguinary entertainment give them blood 
to drink in abundance, having found them worthy, before he ſhall 
| finiſh his great and ſtrange work upon earth, and prepare a ſup- 
per, as he has threatened, for the fowls of heaven with their fleſh. 
Thus as he cured the Jews of idolatry, by carrying them to Ba- 
bylon, a land of idols; ſo will he cure mankind of their prede- 
liQion for war, by making it yet to the guilty nations one of the 
moſt dreadful ſcourges that the human race hath ever felt, and pe- 
culiarly fatal to thoſe who made its ſcenes their recreation, or drove 
mortals in crowds into its vortex without neceſſity. Thus too, will 
he prepare the ſurviving few for a ſtate of peace and reſt, and 
winks wars to ceaſe unto the end of the earth, having broken the 
hoſtile bow, cut the bloody ſpear in ſunder, and burned the chariot 
of war in the fire. Future generations will ſhew and ſurvey, 
with emotions of wonder, compaſſion and horror, in the cabinets 
and repoſitorjes of the curious, the only places where they ſhall 
be then found, the weapons of war wherewith their forefathers 
fought, and in multitudes deſtroyed one another, as ſo many mo- 
numents of their folly and wickedneſs. The fight will excite pity 
and reꝑret for human weakneſs and guilt, and gratitude to Heaven 
for imparting to themſclves wiſdom and grace to purſue true glory 
in paths more worthy ot their rank in the ſcale of being, and of 
their future deſtination. The throne of God appeared to John 
in viſion encircled with a rainbow, as the emblem and pledge of 
continued peace, not only in the manſions of the bleſſed, but in 

the Church below at the period to which the viſion may refer, 
Let the luſts, whence come wars and fightings among men, be 
ſubdued by the grace of God, and the knowledge and love of the 
truth, and theſe will of courſe ceaſe. Some plead, in palliation 
'or defence of the modern ſcenes 'of bloodſhed and carnage, that 
theſe have been from the beginning, whence they conclude that 
they will continue to the end; tho? the word of truth fo plainly 
afferts the reverſe. Others plead that war, tho” an evil to be de- 
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precated in itſelf, is yet neceſſary to cut off the refuſe of mankind, 
no handſome compliment to the ſoldier by profeſhon, or to prevent 
their becoming too numerous, to the hurt of ſociety; and there 
have not been wanting female orators who defend the expediency 
of the ſyſtem on theſe very grounds; tho! its ravages deprive many 
of them of that reſt, to which every female breaſt, at one time or 
other, fondly aſpires, and leave them to deſcend in a ſtate of celi- 
bacy to the grave. War, ſo hoſtile to the genius and dictates of 
Chriſtianity, can be juſtified upon no principle but that of dire ne- 
F ceſſity; and even then it is a deſperate remedy, which every wiſe 
man will wiſh to avoid, or terminiate ſo ſoon as poſſible. While 
I we lament its continuance and devaſtations, let us rejoice that the 
! Lord God omnipotent. reigneth, and will yet make wars to ceaſe 
7 over all the earth, and pray that he would haſten this in its ſeaſon. 


There is reaſon to think, that the reſt in our text will derive 
much glory from the vaſt increaſe of the human race during the 
period intended; and from the farther improvement of every art 
neceſſary to make them eaſy and happy, or the diſcovery of new 
| ones. 'The prolonging of human life to a very advanced period, 
while few or none die in infancy, to which circumſtances I have 

l adverted already, will partly account for this increaſe of mankind. 
2 The peopling of the world, depopulated and laid waſte by preced- 
ing judgments; and, of courſe, the increaſe of the Church, will 
make this both neceſſary and deſirable. Be fruitful, and mul- 
tiply, and repleniſh the earth, and ſubdue it,” was the divine man- 
date at the beginning, to which a bleſſing was prefixed; and this 
+ mandate mult one time or other have its full effect. Hitherto in- 
; _ deed, the policy of the world has run counter to this command, as 
| if it had been, Diminiſh the number of mankind, and lay wafte - 
; and deitroy the earth. All this the Lord hath hitherto permitted, 
5 for ends, no doubt, worthy of himſelf. But when he pleaſeth, 
7 « A little one ſhall become a thouſand, and a ſmall one a ſtrong * 
1 nation: I the Lord will haſten it in his time.” What the Prophet 


y aſked, however improbable it might ſeem, will then be realized, 
f and his own anſwer verified. Who hath heard ſuch a thing ? 
n who hath ſeen ſuch things? ſhall the earth be made to bring forth 
£ |! in one day, or ſhall a nation be born at once? for as ſoon as Zion 
n | travailed, ſhe brought forth her children.” Hence all that love 
| Jeruſalem, and mourn for her, are exhorted to rejoice and be 
1 glad with her: © that they may ſuck, and be ſatisfied with the 
* breaſts of her conſolations: that they may milk out, and be de- 
n lighted with the abundance of her glory.” What the Lord pro- 
at miſed to do for the Jews, after their return from the captivity, 
at will apply to mankind, in general, in the latter days, and perhaps 
ly Was intended to have a particular reference to that period: And 
e- out of them ſhall proceed thankſgiving, and the voice of _ 
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that make merry: and I will multiply them, and they ſhall not be 
few; I will alſo glorify them, and they ſhall not be ſmall,” Jer: 
XxX. 19. The prediction evidently looks forward to the times of 
the goſpel, to the period when what is recorded at the 9th verſe 
ſhall be accompliſhed:” But they ſhall ſerve the Lord their God, 
and David their king, whom I will raiſe up unto them.” What 
we find in this and in the following chapter, as alſo in the 34th and 
37th chapters of Ezckie!'s prophecy, ſeems to point to a reſtora- 
tion far more intereſting than that from Babylon, and to conſe- 
quences unſpeakably more glorious than any which have reſulted 
from that event. And thoſe who plead for the reſtoration of the 
Jews in the laſt days to the land of promiſe, and their poſſeſſion of 
it in peace and proſperity to the cloſe of time, may fetch very 
itrong arguments from theſe paſſages. | 
No more ſhall the ſword of war cut off any part of the male 
ſex in the prime of life, with the hope of future progeny; nor the 
pains and dangers of child bearing any of the other. Ihe barren 
woman will the Lord make a mother full of joys, and it is more 
than probable, that the curſe pronounced on the ſex at the fall, 
will then ceafe to operate. Unto the woman he ſaid, I will 
greatly multiply thy ſorrow, and thy conception: in ſorrow thou 
{halt bring forth children.” But it may be aſked, Should mankind 
increaſe and multiply in ſuch a manner, and their exit from the 
ſcene of life be placed at ſuch a diſtance, how are they to ſubſiſt? 
Will the earth yield them ſufficient food? Tho” this may ſeem at 
ſirſt Gght improbable; yet with God it is eaſy, without having re- 
courſe to ſuch miracles as he wrought of old in the wilderneſs, to 
feed his people for forty years. Ihe curſe of barrenneſs inflicted 
on the earth for the fin of man, whence ſo much of it is covered 
with briers and thorns, and noxious weeds, ſhall be then removed, 
and the oppoſite qualities imparted. © And to Adam he ſaid, — 
Curſed is the ground for thy ſake; in forrow ſhall thou eat of it 
all the days of thy life. Thorns alfo and thiſtles tball it bring forth 
to-thee.” No inclement ſeaſons often blaſt the hopes of the huſ- 
bandman, and Icave the poor and needy iu want of bread ; but 
Gad will chen give rain from heaven and fruitful ſeaſons, the early 
and the latter rain in their ſeaſon, filling the hearts of the ſons of 
men with food and gladneſs. Under a mild and clement iky, and 
the bleſſing of the God of ſeaſons, with the ſkill and induſtry of 
the. huſbandman, to whom he will teach diſcretion, who can ſay 
to what extent of fertility the earth may be brought? In the ordi- 
nary courle of things, a fertile ſoilin a warm climate produces two 
harveſts in the year; and it may be ſo over all the earth, in the 
period to which our text is ſuppoſed to refer. We are told that 
when Iſaac ſowed at Gerar, he received in the ſame year an hun- 
dred fold; and our Lord's parable of the ſower plainly implics, 
that thirty, and fixty-fold were not uncommon, and that tome 
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good ſoils produced even an hundred- fold; which may however, 
be far exceeded in this age to come. The greateſt increaſe with 
us at an average, even in the beſt ſeaſons, comes far ſhort of the 
leaſt of . theſe; and how often do the fins of men procure them 
ſcarcity in their borders? The waſte accaſioned by intemperance 
and prodigality, and the horrid devaſtations of war, would ſupport 
vaſt numbers of the human race, obſerving the rules of modera- 
tion and ſobriety. Among the Jews of old, the year preceding 
their Sabbatical one always produced an increaſe proportionable to 
that of three other years, without any additional care or labour 
on their part, ſo long as they continued to obſerve the ſtatutes and 
inſtitutions of their God and King. The land of Judea, tho' of 
no great extent, and much of it mountainous, afforded a rich 
abundance of the neceſſaries, and even delicacies of life to a vaſt 
number of inhabitants; till their crying ſins procured mil-dew, 
locuſts, drought, and the like, to diſappoint the fond hopes of 
the huſbandman, and chaſtiſe their crimes. 

That the ſalutary and beneficial art of agriculture will be 
brought to great perfection, in this enlightened and happy age, 
there is every reaſon to believe. This is contraſted with the ter- 
mination of the fatal art of war, ſo hoſtile to all the purſuits of 
ſcience and induſtry, and mentioned as an immediate conſequence: 
„ And he ſhall judge among the nations, and ſhall rebuke many 
people : and they ſhall beat their ſwords into plough-ſhares, and 
their ſpears into prunning- hooks; nation ſhall not lift up ſword 
againſt nation, neither ſhall they learn war any more.“ What a 
bleſſed period! May the God of heaven ſoon rebuke the company 
of ſpear men, the multiude of bulls, and ſcatter thoſe that de- 
light in war, as we are taught in his word to pray! What im- 
menſe tracts of land lie yet in the ſtate of nature! And what 
vaſt tracts may not future ſkill and induſtry recover from the en- 
croaching waves of the ocean? the practicability of which hath 
already, in more inſtances than one, been verified. How {mall 
a portion of this globe, comperatively ſpeaking, hath been yet 
ſubdued by the art of man! and what extenſive regions remain 
ſtill unexplored, where the human foot hath-perhaps never trode, 
or the arts of culture are quite unknown? But will they remain ſo 
always? Shall man never recoyer his primitive dominion over 
nature, and the inferior creatures, according to his Maker's bene- 
diction? * And God blefſed them (viz. the firſt parents of our 
race) and God ſaid unto them, Be fruitful, and wultiply, and re- 
pleniſh the earth, and ſubdue it: and have dominion over the fith 
of the ſea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living 
thing that moveth upon the earth.” This bleſſing will yet have 
its full effect: for when the name of the Lord ſhall be excellent 
over all the earth, He to whom the dominion over all of right be- 
longs, will reſtore to his obedient ſubject man, as his viſible re- 
preſentative 


0 


<4) 


preſentative on earth, and the high-prieſt of the inferior creation, 
the original lordſhip over the works of his hands; putting all 
things under his feet; all ſheep and oxen, yea, and the beaſts of 
the field: the fowl of the air, and the fiſh of the ſea, and what- 
ſoever paſſeth thro? the paths of the ſeas, Pſal. viii. Even the 
ſummits and dechvities of mountains may be then ſubdued by the 
art of man, and made ſubſervient to his pleaſure, and his uſe; 
while the adjacent vales preſent a proſpect beautiful as the earthly. 
paradiſe. What is ſaid in a figurative, may alſo hold in a literal 
- ſenſe; ** There ſhall be an handful of corn in the earth upon the 
top of the mountains ; the fruit thereof (hall ſhake like Lebanon.“ 
The Pſalmiſt's beautiful deſcription will then be fully realized, 
* Thou viſiteſt the earth, and watereſt it: thou greatly enricheſt 
it with the river of God which is full of water: thou prepareſt 
them corn, when thou haſt ſo provided for it. Thou watereſt the 
ridges thereof abundantly; thou ſettleſt the furrows thereof thou 
makeſt it ſoft with ſhowers, thou bleſſeſt the ſpringing thereof. 
Thou crowaeſt the year with thy goodneſs, and thy paths drop 
fatneſs. They drop upon the paſtures of the wilderneſs : and 
the little hills rejoice on every fide. The paſtures are clothed with 
flocks; the vallies alſo are covered over with corn; they ſhout for 
joy, they allo ſing.” The children of God's ſervants ſhall then 
continue, and their ſeed ſhall be eſtabliſhed before him; when 
he will make mankind glad according to the days wherein he had 
afflicted them, ard the years wherein they had ſeen evil; when 
the beauty of the Lord their God ſhall be upon them, - and he 


will eſtabliſh for them the work of their hands. The Lord ſhall 


give that which is good, and their land ſhall yield her increaſe.” 
% In that day ſhall the branch of the Lord, be beautiful and glo- 
rious, and the fruit of the earth ſhall be excellent and comely.“ 

I am led to think it probable, that in this period mankind will 
give up the uſe of animal food, and find their advantage in fo 
doing. That the uſe of this is not neceſſary to health, vigor, or 
long life, appears from the caſe of the Antediluvians, who are 
allowed to have lived only upon vegetables, and the milk of herds 
and flocks; and yet they enjoyed long and healthy lives. It ap- 
appears alſo from the caſe of thoſe who very ſcldom partake of 
animal food ; and yet enjoy a robuſt conſtitution, and are ſtran- 

gers to many complaints trequent among thoſe who indulge in this 
article The giving up with this, and reſting ſatisfied with the 
Creator*s original grant, (Gen. i. 29.) may be one of the natural 
means which ſhall then contribute to the longevity of mankind. 
The produQtions of the earth, -and the increaſe of herds and 
- flocks, may then be ſuch as to ſuffice the wants of a thouſand, or 
perhaps, ten thouſand times the number of men that now exiſt on 
the earth; when the nutriment ſo obtained ſhall pofleſs, as in 1 
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unknown, as an effect of the divine bleſſing. e 
Thus the inferior creatures will have reſt from the deſtroying 
hand of man, be delivered from the other effects of the curſe, 


eaſe or pain; of which the reſt of the Sabbath to the laborious 
part of them might be intended as a figure, earneſt and pledge. 


of their ferocity, and reduced to their original mode of ſubſiſt- 
ence; when an univerſal peace ſhall prevail among all the crea- 
tures in this lower world. I conceive that the prophecies which 
reſpe& the moral change to be produced on men's minds in this 
period, will have a literal as well as a figurative accompliſhment. 
The wolf ſhall actually dwell with the lamb, and the leapard ſhall 
lie down with the kid: and the calf, and the young lion, and IS 
Ting together, and a little child ſhall lead them. And the cow and the 
hear ſhall feed, their young ones ſhall lie down together : and the lion 
hall eat ſtrazu like the ox. And the ſucking child all play on the 
hole of the aſp, and the weaned child fhall put his hand on the cockatrice- 
den. They ſball not hurt er deſtroy, which may reſpeC their car- 
riage towards one another, as well as towards man, whom they 
ſhall reſpect as their common lord. The fame truths are again re- 
peated, in a noted paſſage which is allowed to reſpect the Millen- 
rium, or the reign of Chriſt in the laſt times. The wolf and the 
Jamb. ſhall feed together, and the lion ſhall cat ftraw like the bullock : 
and duft ſhall be the ſerpents meat. They fhall not hurt nor deftroy in 
all my holy mountain, ſaith the Lord. As the literal and figurative 
ſenſe of theſe paſſages perfectly harmonize, and ſerve in union 
ro 8 the glory of this ſtate, why ſhould the former be ex- 
e | h a c 


hand. For the earneſt expectation of the creature waiteth for 
the manifeſtation of the ſons of God. For the creature was made 
ſubject to vanity, not willingly, but by reafon of him who hath 
ſubjected the ſame in hope: Becauſe the creature itſelf alſo ſhall 
he delivered from the bondage of corruption, into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole cre- 
ation, -or, every creature, as the margin has it, groaneth, and 
travaileth in pain together until now.” Thro' the fin of man, 


devouring the weak, the former ofen harafſed with hun er, 
the frequent lot of beaſts and birds of prey, and the latter often 


There is a paſſage in the epiſtle to the Romans, tho' variouſly 
underſtood, which, in my opinion, may be applied to the caſe in 


in pain and alarm for their own ſafety. But the caſe will be re. 
verſed when God ſhall give them reſt, at the period of the mani- 
eſtation of the ſons of God. As it may be of benefit to the. 


firſt ages of the world, an invigorating and fanative virtue now 


and allowed probably to expire, in courſe of nature, without diſ- 


Che animals of prey too, there is reaſon to think, will be diveſted 


* 


vanity and ſore travail pervade the inferior creatures; the ſtrong 


c 
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human race to give up the uſe of animal food; ſo the animals that 
are given to prey upon others may find their advantage in return- 
ing to their original food; at leaſt, it will abate their ferocity, and 
ſpare them the violent cravings of hunger, which they now often 
feel It is allowed by thoſe who have been at pains to inquire in- 
to the ſubject, that the ſtomachs both of beaſts and birds of prey 
are fitted for digeſting fruits and vegetables; and it is probable 
| that ſuch was their only food during the year they were ſhut up 
| | in the ark, and indeed, till the Creator gave them permiffion, in 
common with man, to prey on their fellow creatures, and perhaps, 
| for the ſame reaſons+. Inſtances occur in hiſtory of their return- 
| ing to their firſthabits, without the leaſt prejudice to their health 
B or vigor. As the inferior creatures lived at firſt in peace and mu- 
| © tual amity, as one great family, and owned Adam as their com- 
mon lord, and alſo ſhewed the ſame regard to Noah, and to one 
another in the ark, why may we not ſuppoſe, that this dependance 
, and mutual attachment ſhall be reſtored in the laſt days? whence 
| the creature, or creation, is ſaid to wait with earneſt expectation for 
i — the manifeſtation of the ſons of God, the year of his redeemed, 
l as à period fraught with bleſſings to all the creatures which 55 \ 
! | | then 


I Vpon this point, I find the following remarks in Stackhouſe's Hiſtory of the 
Bible, when accounting for the accommodation of the different creatures in the 
ark.— © It is a pretty general opinion, and what ſeems to be founded on Scripture, 
h that, before the flood, both men, beaſts, and birds fed only upon fruits and vege- 
tables. Behold, I bave given you every berb, ſays God, bearing ſeed, which is upon the 
ſace of all the earth, and every tree, in which is the fruit of a tree yielding ſeed, to you it 
fall be for meat; and to every beaſt of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to e- 
very thing, that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green 
berb for meat. Nor do there want inſtances in hiſtory of ſome very ravenous crea- 
tus es, that have been brought to live upon other kind of food, than fleſh. 
It is not to be denied, but that ſeveral learned men have taken great pains to pro- 
vide fleſh for the carnivorous animals ſhut up in the ark, when it is beyond all con- 
troverſy, that the ſtomachs of ſuch animals are fitted for the digeſtion of fruits and 
vegetables: that ſuch food would be more ſalutary both for them and their keepers, 
and would create a leſs demand of drink, throughout the courſe of ſo long a con- 
Finement; and yet there is not the leaſt foundation from the text to ſuppoſe, that a- 
fy ſuch proviſion was made for creatures of ſuch an appetite, but ſeveral inſtances 
in hiſtory do ſhew, that even the moſt rapacious of them all may be brought to live 
2 upon other diet, than-fleſh. Thus Pbileſtratus, in his Apollonius, L. 5. tells us of a 
0 lion in Fgypt, which, tho' it went into che temple conſtantly, would neither lick 
the blood of ſacrifices, nor eat any of the fleſh, when it was cut in pieces, but fed 
altogether on bread and ſweetmeats: And Sulpitius Severus (Dial. I. c. 7.) gives 
| us this account of a Monk of Thebais—* When we came to the tree, whither our 
| courteons Hoſt led us, we there perceived a Lion, at the ſight of which, I and my 
Guide began to tremble; but as the holy man went directly up to it, we, tho' in 
no ſmall fright, followed after. The beaſt, at our approach, modeſtly retired, and 
ſtood very quiet and ſtill, while the good man gathered ſome branches of apples, 
and as he held them out, the Lion came up and eat them, and ſo went off.” The 
Fn - like ſtory is told us by Pbocat, in his deſcription of the Holy land, cap. I 3. cf 
| - Come Lions beyond the river Jordan, whom an Ancherite, named Jlerus, fed with 
| pulſe and cruſts of bread: And te the animals in the ark, feeding in this manner, 
| — — * Jſoiab, ſpeaking of the Times of the Meſſab, is ſuppoſed by our au- 
; to alu e. 
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then exiſt in this world, correſponding to their reſpective natures, 
and adequate to all their powers of enjoyment.” Whar a glorious 
| reſt! and how expreſſive of the Creator's bounty, and kind atten- 
tion to all his creatures, who hath not permitted them to be ſo long 
ſubjected to that vanity, which is the bitter fruit of human guilt, 
without hope of deliverance! , Mult it nat add to the felicity of the 
human ſpecies, to ſee all the inferior creatures happy, according to* 
their rank in the ſcale of exiſtence, and as, with one conſent, re- 
ſpecting man as their ſuperior and lord, and bringing their tribute 
of homage to his feet? | | | 

That every branch of art and ſcience which can adorn and me- 
horate human life, and improve the ſtate of ſociety, ſhall be car- 
ried to perfection in this period, beſides the important art of agri- 
culture, there is good reafon to believe. What beneficial diſco- 
veries may in future be made, none can pretend to ſay: for the 
great Author of all,” in the procedure of nature, providence, and 
grace, is ſtill making all things new, according to his wiſe and 
benign plan of..progrefſive improvement. Theſe diſcoveries will 
probably tend greatly to abridge human labour, and to make the 
known, and yet latent powers of nature ſabſervient to the uſe and 
benefit of man. This is the grand Sabbath or reſt of the univerſe, 
in which no ſervile work ſhall be performed, exceeded by nothing 
but the heavenly reſt, of which it ſhall be a ſtriking emblem. The 
labour of a few hours à day will perhaps be ſufficient, even in the 
moit laborious lines of life, to gain a comfortable ſubſiſtence; 
while the remains ſhall be devoted to the acquiſition of uſeful 
knowledge, the pleaſures of friendly intercourſe, and the delights 
of private devotion, and public worſhip. This happy reit is not 
at all rendered improbable, by what God ſaid to Adam, as attach- 
ing to himſelf and poſterity; Curſed is the ground for thy ſake; 
in ſorrow ſhalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life. In the ſweat 
of thy face ſhalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground;” 
for even in the ordinary courſe of things, how many are exempted 
from the neceſſity of ſuch labour, and why may not all mankind 
be ſo one day? In the preſent ſtate of things, there is a moral 
neceſſity that men, in general, ſhould eat their bread with the 
ſweat of their brow, and that if they will not thus work, the 
ſhould not eat; for were the bulk of men to have much time at diſ- 
poſal, what a wretched uſe would they make of it, or of the gains 
to which it might be improved? whence thoſe are far ſrom being 
objects of envy who are raiſed above the neceſſity of any ſuch la- 
bour. But when the danger of ſuch abuſe of time and wealth 
ceaſes to exiſt, man ſhall not labour in vain, nor ſpend his ſtrength 
for nought; and the moderate labour of his hands will be ſufficient 
to ſupport the pooreſt with comfort. | 

Some ſuppoſe, and I ſee nothing inadmiſſible in the ſuppoſition, 
that one univerſal language _ yet pervade the whole earth, and 

G 2 | that 
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that language be more conciſe, expreſſive and beautiſul than any 
jet known. It is «aſy to figure to ourſelves of what vaſt benefit 
this would be to both the civil and religious intercourſe of man- 
kind, Ihe effecting of this may be partly miraculous, or the re- 
ſult of ſome extraordinary gifts from above; but, in- conſequence 
of it, men of every clime, and nation can meet, and converſe as 
= friends, without an interpreter, or the gift of tongues. This 
mult greatly tend ro facilitate the eng Wei mig and ſpread. of know- 
lege, to unite the ſons of men in the bands of friendſhip, being no 
j Jonger barbarians to each other, and to fit them for purſuing, 
with effect, the moſt noble deſigns, and the grandeſt enterprizes. 
| 'This benefat of one language, when perverted to -a bad: purpoſe, 
| was the reaſon God gave for confounding it; and when men in 
general are happily brought to improve this advantage to his glory, 
aud their own good, is it not reaſonable to think, that be will re- 
verſe the puniſhment, by reſtoring the important bleſſing? And the 
1 Lord faid, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; 
1 and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be reſtrained 
from them, which they have imagined to do. Let us confound 
N their language, that they may not underſtand one anothers ſpeech.” 
ö When the ways of men in general pleaſe the Lord, is there not 
ö reaſon to expect, that this expreſſion of his diſpleaſure will be hap- 
pily removed? Some ſuppoſe that this deſirable event is predicted 
in the following paſſages of ſacred writ, © For then will I turn 
to the people, a pure language, that they may all call upon the 
name of the Lord, to ſerve him with one conſent. 'Thou ſhalt not 
ſee a fierce people, a people of a deeper ſpeech than thou canſt 
perceive; of a ſlammering tongue, that thou canſt not underſtand,” 
Zeph. iii. 9. Iſa. xxx. 1y. Ihe context of both theſe paſſages 
points to a tranquil and happy ftate of the Church, or of man- 
kind, preceded. by ſome ſignal and deſtructive judgments, char- 
aQers cxpreſlive of the grand period in queſtion. The attain- 
ment of ſuch an univerſal privilege, is not at all improbable, and 
the benefits of it-would be many and great. | 
ü With what pleaſure may the ſons of men then viſit foreign 
climes, when in every human being they ſhall recognize a brother, 
a ſcllow citizen, endeared to them by ſo many common ties! 
The terms alien and ſtranger ſhall be then ſearce known, and every 
1 man, inſtead of indulging local prejudices and antipathies, will 
diceem the whole world his country, and every ſon and daughter of | 
Adam his brother and ſiſter. The mode of intercourſe betwik 
diſtant parts of the carth, may be then ęreatly expedited. Per- 
haps ways may be found of forwarding this wich a celerity liiile 
ſhort of the ſpeed of an cagle's flight. The watery element will 
no longer groan under the treaſon aud rebellion of thoſe who po 
| down to the fea in ſhips, and do bulineſs in the. mighty waters: 
Ior God will be regarded as the Sovereign of the floods, and the 
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confidence of them who are afar off upon the ſeas. Inſtead of 
pouring forth curſing and imprecations, the ſmoke of the bottom- 
eſs pit ſo often riſing from the wooden bulwarks of our iſle, prayer 
and praiſe, with the pious remembrance of the Saviour's death, as 
in a late inſtance, will be the frequent and honourable exerciſe of 
the Tons of the waves; and the conſtant protection and favour of 
Heaven their happy privilege. * e 
Much of the happineſs of mankind depends on the form of go- 
vernment under which they live, and the character of thoſe who 
adminiſter it. In both theſe reſpects, the ret in queſtion will be 
glorious. Tho' the word of God has nobler objects in view than 
the adjuſtment of civil or — concerns; yet on theſe hath it not 
left us wholly deſtitute of light. "A fingle ſcripture maxim, if du- 
ly. obſerved, would do more o regulate the affairs of mankind, and 
promote their happineſs, than all the laws enacted in ſenates, or 
the edicts ifſued from thrones and cabinets. -H hatfoever ye would 
that men ſhould do to you, do ye even fo them. The prophet Daniel, 
ſpeaking of the period of our Lord's peculiar reign, hath theſe 
remarkable words; And the kingdom and dominion, and the 
greatneſs of the kingdom under the whole heayen, ſhall be given 
to the people of the ſaints of the moſt High, whoſe kingdom is 
an everlaſting kingdom, and all dominions, or rulers, ſhall ſerve 
and obey him.” And agreeably to this, it is alfo ſaid, * But the 
ſaints of the moſt High ſhall ca the kingdom, and poſſeſs it for 
ever.” Tho” theſe texts may chiefly imend the kingdom of heaven 
among men, yet when this Lade univerſal, extending to the 
whole earth, I fee no reaſon to exclude the civil government and 
adminiſtration which ſhall then obtain among men. In this view, 


the prediction will import that the people at large will poſſeis and 


exerciſe their inherent right of chuſing their own rulers in the 

ſtare, and paſtors in the church, and that the objects of their 

choice will be able men, ſuch as frar God, men of truth, bating co- 
veteouſneſs, who ſhall ſerve and obey him, by whom they ſhall reign 

and decree juſtice, Then no Herod ſhall occupy a- throne, no 

Haman ſhall prefide in the ftate, or Judas be found in the Church; 

for there will be no ſuch beaſts of prey to hurt or deſtroy in all 

God's holy mountain. He will purely purge away ſuch droſs, and 

take away all ſuch tin. And he will reſtore their judges as at the 

firſt, and their-counſellors as at the beginning, give them rulers 

reſembling Moſes, Joſhua, Gideon and Samuel; when their 

judges ſhall indeed be peace, and their exactors righteouſneſs ; 
whence peace ſhall run down their ſtreets as a ſtream, and righteouſ- 

neſs and equity like a mighty water. Mankind, ſo long troden 

down by the-cruel foot of pride and oppreſſion, will then find their 

proper level, feel their own conſequence in the ſcale of ſociety, 

and claim and exerciſe their rights as the free-born citizens of that 

mighty Prince, who once came, not to be miniſtred unto but to 
14 „ 15 | miniſter, 
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miniſter, and to give his own life a ranſom for many, came not to 
deſtroy mens lives but to fave them. He was among men as he 
that ſetveth, and recommends the ſame to his followers. When 
his diſciples ſtrove who of them ſhould be accounted the greateſt, 
he gave the following inſtructions. ** The kings of the Gentiles 
exeiciſe lordſhip over them; and they that excrciſe authority upon 


them, are called benefactors. But ye ſhall not be ſoz but he that 


15 greateſt among you, let him be as the younger, and he that is 
chief, as he that doth ſerve, Luke, xxii. 25, 26 The greateſt and 
the chief in his eſtimation, are the wiſeſt and the belly tor wealth 
and empty titles give no preference in his kingdom; and fuch 


would he have his diſciples or followers to chuſe as the ſervants of 


all, who are to accept of this honour, not for filthy lucre, or ſeif- 
intereſt and aggrandize ment, but of a willing and generous mind, 
that they may be the miniſters of God for good to their brethren, 
Jeſus himfelf, into whofe hands all power and authority in heaven 
and upon carth are delivered by his Father, will then be owned as 
the bicticd and only Potentate, from the riſing to the ſetting ſun; 
when no mortal ſhall be found to arrogate his titles, or invade his 
prerogatives, Which have been too long uſurped, and proſtitutcd, 
to feed pride, vanity and ambition. Who among the ſons of. the 
mighty can be likened to the Lord? : 

Some ſuppolc ſuch an order of things is quite incompatible 
with certain predictions, which ſpeak of kings being nurling fa- 
thers to the Church, and bringing their glory to it. But they 


 feem quite to miſtake the matter, if they think that the word of 


God attaches the ſame ideas to that character, which the bulk of 
men do: for our Lord ſeems, in the paſſage juſt now adduced, to 
diſapprove of every ſuch exerciſe of authority among his diiciples. 
Molcs is expreſoly termed a king, and he exerciſcd all the eſſcntial 
functions of royalty among his people, without any of that exter- 
nal pomp, and vaſt revenue which many think inſeparabie from the 
ofice: but will any preſume to ſay, that he who ſtiled him ſo knew 
not the import of the term, or hath forbidded us ſo to underitand 
It in any part of the ſacred writings? The term king, in its pri- 
mary acceptation, imported no more than a chief magiſtrate, who 
is by office a terror to evil doers, and an encouragement to them 
that do well. In this ſenſe it repeatedly occurs in the book of judges, 
In thoſe days there was no ling in Iſrael, but every man did that 
which was right in his own eyes;?” where the term denotes a 
judge, ruler, or magiſtrate, and is ſo rendered on the margin of 
ſome Bibles; for kingly government was not adopted for ſome time 
thereafter, which commenced with Saul, who acted too much 
and his ſucceſſors upon the principles of royalty as exerciſed among 


the nations, which procured them and their people many a ſevere 
cotrection. The intervals betwixt the adminiltration of the judg- 


es are doubtleſs intended. The kings and great of the earth bring 
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their glory to the Church, when they become Chriſtians indeed, 


and count it their chief honour and privilege to be her genuine 


members, and to employ all their talents and acquiſitions for her 


good. without affecting any lordly dominion over her members, 


or indeed any dominion at all, but what they derive from their 
own voluntary ſuffrage. Government will then exerciſe itſelf, not 
in enacting and executing penal laws, but in contrivirg how to ſe- 
cure the largeſt portion of public good, at the leaſt expence and 
burden. The voice of the opprefſor will not then be heard, nor 
will the cry of miſery pain the feeling heart. None of the human 


race will be found ſo baſe, and callous to every noble feeling, as to 


covet filthy lucre at the expence of miſery to others. The infernal 
and degrading commeree in flaves and the ſonls of men, ſo long 
the boaſt ard diſgrace of Britons, will then find no advocate or 
abettor. Our poſterity will bluſh to recolleQ, that ſuch traffic 
ſhould ſo long exiſt in our iſle, and procure the continued ſanction 


of our Senate, in the face of remonſtrance, and the viſible rebukes 


of Heaven, With noble indignation will they reprobate ſuch 
meaſures, and almoſt curfe the day that derived their exiſtence 
from the loinz of ſuch beaſts of prey in human form, as feed on 
the ſweet, the ſighs and tears of the wretched, and grow fat on 
human blood and carnage. Let none feel jealouſy at the doctrine 


inculcated above : for the period in which it will be realized, to 


the extent foretold, may be yet at ſome conſiderable diſtance. 
But let all ranks be admoniſhed by what God is doing in our day; 
and believe that ſuch a revolution of ſentiment as throws ancient 
foundations out of courſe, whence even men of might cannot find 
their hands, the wonted inſtruments of their exertion, does not 
take place in the world, without the ſpecial direction of the Lord 
of all, who has his own wiſe and beneficent ends to anſwer by the 
ſhakings of the nations, and even the tumults of the people. 
Happy they who have wiſdom to diſcern, and fall timely in with 
the plans of his providence and grace, and are not found fighting 
againſt him in the day of his viſitation. | 

I have dwelt long on this part of the op bur not longer 
than its vaſt importance may juſtify or excuſe f. 'Tho' I preſume 
not to be poſitive, where the word of God is not expreſs; yet 


have I not put you off with mere conjectures. The reaſons that 


occurred have been candidly given, ſo far as time would permit, 
leaving 


+ Should the Reader wiſh to ſee this ſubject diſcuſſed at farther length, he may 
conſult Dr Hopkin's treatiſe on the Millennium, the peruſal of which ſome time ago, 
led the Author of this Diſcourſe to turn his attention to the ſubject; tho? be bath 
in nothing ſerviley followed that writer, claiming, in all ſuch caſes, a right to ex- 
amine and judge for himſelf, which he wiſhes the Reader to exerciſe in forming his 
own opinion of what is here ſubmicted to his corſideration. In reviſing the ſermon 
for the preſs, this part of the ſubject was much enlarged, which obliged the Author 
to content himſelf with the out-lines of the remainder of the Diſcourſe, with which 
he found it neceſſary to content himſelf alſo in the delivery. f 
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leaving every one to form his own opinion. This part of the ſub- 
Je& opened a wide field of diſcuſſion, which all that hath been ad- 


vance d is far from exhauſting.—I ſhall only add, that the exceed- 
ing great joy, which the events and felicity of the grand period in 


queſtion, will occaſion in heaven, muſt contribute not a little to 
render this reſt glorious. If there be joy in heaven, and in the 
preſence of the angels of God, over one Gnner that repenteth ; 
what muſt be the joy when nations are born to the Church at once, 
and ſhine, in number and in beauty, like the copious dew? To 
God this reſt ſhall be glorious, while he ſees ſo many of his crea- 


| tures reſcued from the ruins of their apoſtacy, adorned with his 


moral image, and happy in his favonr ; to Jeſus, in beholding the 
travail of his ſoul, and a numerous ſeed rifing up to ſerve him; 
and to the holy Spirit, whoſe living temples ſhall abound every 


Where, and beautify the whole earth; to holy angels who ſhall re- 


Joice to ſee the heirs of ſalvation ſo multiplied, and to attend them 
in life and death as miniſtring ſpirits; and to the heirs of light 
above, the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, whoſe prayers ſhall be 
then fully anſwered, and who will be glad and rejoice in the prof- 


pect of aſſociating with ſo many fellow ſons and daughters of God 


ſor ever. Upon ſurveying this part of the ſubject, we may re- 
mark, that the ſeed of Eſau, who ſoon were formed into a power- 
ful kingdom, or the children of the world, arrive early at their 
maturity and reſt, and, like Dives, have their beſt days firſt : but 


the ſced of Jacob, or the children of promiſe, are long a reaching 
the glory intended for them, and have their beſt, or happieſt days 


laſt. Then godlineſs will appear to have the promiſe of the life 


that now is, as well as of the life which is to come. 


III. Some ſteps in. Divine providence, repreſented in Scripture 
as introduCtry to this happy reſt, now claim our attention. Hows 


ever agreeable and profitable it might be to take a full view of this 
part of the ſubject, I c.n however, do little more than mention 


particulars, which might be illuſtrated at farther length, did time 
permit. When the Lord is about to accompliſh any gracious 
work in the earth, he excites in his people a ſpirit of prayer and 
ſupplication for its accompliſiment. He thus prepares their heart, 


and inclines his ear to hear. Thus did the faithful in the Jewiſh. 


church, who waited for the conſolation of Iſrael, redouble their 
intreaties for the coming of the Meſſias, when the ſulneſs of time 
drew. near. And every revival of his cauſe and intereſt in the 
Church, hath been preceded by a more than ordinary concern in 


her members for that purpoſe. We are told in a Pſalm which re- 


ſpects the future glory and extent of his kingdom, that prayer 

all be made for him continually, or for the advancement of tiue 

and undefiled religion in the earth, and the ſalvation of his myſti- 

eal body. The Fathez's addreſs in the fecond.Pſalm, * Aſk of pos 
; an 
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and I ſhall give thee the Heathen for thine inheritance, and the 
uttermoſt parts of the earth for thy poſſeſſion,” may be viewed as 
made to Chriſt, in connection with his ſpiritual ſeed. The 
Church is (till to aſk this of the Father; for in giving the nations 
to his Son as his inheritance and poſſeſſion, and bringing them 
to fubmit to him by faith, he enlarges her coaſts, and increaſes 
her patrimony and felicity z Chriſt and his people having but one 
intereſt. Still are we taught to pray, „Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth as it is in heaven.“ And the united, fervent prayers of 
Chriſtians is a ſpecial mean to forward and accompliſh theſe de ſira- 
ble events. The union of ſo many Chriſtians at preſent in this 
pious exerciſe, is like the ſound of going heard of old in the tops 
of the mulberry- trees, intimating that the Lord was ching 
forth to execute vengeance on his enemies, and to ſave hs People 
from their hands. Let us be encouraged to perſevere in this! 
dable exerciſe, knowing we are not left to wreſtle therein alone; 
for when you ſee the ficlds thus whitening, theſe ſigns appearing 
among the diſciples of Chriit, know that the harveſt is near. To 
ſuch he (till ſaith, The harveſt truly is plenteous, but the labour- 
ers are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harveſt, that he 
will ſend forth labourers into his harveſt.” The zeal of the pooreſt 
Chriſtian will thus find abundant ſcope, and not loſe its reward. 
Another ſtep in Providence, preparatory to the introduction of 
the reſt in our text, is, the raiſing up fit inſtruments, men full of 
faith, of zeal, . and of the Holy Ghoſt, who ſhall willingly 
devote themſelves to the work. Whatever work God hath to do, 
whether in the world, or in the church, 'he is never at a loſs for 
fit means to accompliſh it; for he raiſes up men in his Providence 
qualified to execute his purpoſes. Hence Cyrus was ſtiled, his a- 
nointed, and even the tyrant of Babylon, his ſervant, and the rod 
in his hand ; and the Romans that were to execute his vengeance 
on the profligate Jews, his armies. The wiſdom of his choice 
will alfo appear in the inſtruments he employs to deſtroy Antichriſt, 
and to break the bonds of ſervitude and oppreſſion in the earth, 
Sometimes he works by means that ſeem inadequate to the end, 
chuſing the weak things of the world co confound the mighty, 
and things that be not to bring to nought things that are, that no 
fleſh might glory in his preſence. Moſes complained of a defect 
in his ſpeech, Jeremiah that he was but a child, and could not 
ſpeak, Paul of an infirmity in his fleſh, in which however he 
gloried, that the power of Chriſt might reſt upon him; and what 
were the apoſtles of our Lord originally but poor illiterate fiſher= 
men of Galilee ? The hand of the Lord appears in inclining the 
hearts of men to take part in ſuch an arduous enterprize, at the 
expence' of making ſo many difficult ſacrifices, and in erduing 
them with the qualifications neceſſary for ſuch a work, This is 
| 1 nr RN | 18 
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the province of the holy Spirit, the Lord of the harveſt, whoſe 
miniſtration the goſpel of the grace of God is. Is faith in the Lord 
Jeſus neceſſary to ſalvation, and no name given among men by which 
they can be ſaved but his alone? the means of obtaining this faith 
will he in due time ſecure to the Heathen: for it is expreſsly ſaid, 
That he will ſpeak peace to the Heathen, not in perſon, but by 
his meſſengers. The events of Providence will give a ſatisfactory 
anſwer to all the queſtions of the apoſtle on this head; yea, they 
have partly done it already. © There is no difference between the 
Jew and the Greek, for the ſame Lord over all, is rich unto all 
that call upon him. For whoſoever ſhall call upon the name of 


the Lord, ſhall be ſaved. How then ſhall they call on him in 


whom they have not believed? And how ſhall they believe in him 
of whom they have not heard? and how ſhall they hear without a 
preacher? And how ſhall they preach, except they be ſent? as 
it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the 
goſpel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” There 
is reaſon to ſuppoſe, that by the time a number of the Jews are 
brought to embrace Chriſtianity, the Lord will employ them to 
convert their brethren, and, as at the beginning, to be highly in- 


ſtrumental in building up the walls of our Jeruſalem, and repair- 


ing her waſte places. | 

Another ſtep in Providence, towards the accompliſhment of the 
prediction in our text, is the diſpoſing the minds of men to con- 
tribute of their ſubſtance to defray the neceſſary charges incurred 
by ſpreading the goſpel among the nations. Free-will-offerings in 
ſuch a cauſe is the doing of the Lord, who hath the hearts of all 
fleſh in his hands. You know with what cheerfulneſs and liberali- 
ty the people of Iſrael contributed to the erection of the taber- 
nacle and temple, and the rebuilding and repairs of that venerable 
ſtructure. Moſes, David, Solomon and others gave the glory 
of this to God, who not only gave the ability, but alſo the heart 
ſo to uſe it. At the commencement of the Chriſtian æra, the 
hearts of men were greatly enlarged in this reſpect. Let thoſe 
who plead that the cauſe in which we are embarked is not of God, 
becauſe it needs ſuch ſupports from the hand of man, and would 
thus.excuſe themſelves from contributing to it, read the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, and their Epiſtles, and there they will ſee that even in 
the age of miracles, while the miniſtry of the word was entruſted 
to inſpired men, ſuch human aids were far from being ſuperceded. 


The inſtances of liberality then ſhewn more than juſtify the exer- | 


tions now made, and may put the nigardlineſs and excuſes of ſome 
to the bluſh.. If the cauſe be not of God, becauſe it needs pecu- 


niary ſupplies to carry it on, then, for that very reaſon, we may 


impeach the Apoſtles as impoſers on the credulity of mankind. 
Be not ſurpriſed, or ſtumbled, tho' this labour of love ſhould 
devolve, in general, upon thoſe who are comparatively poor, eſpe- 


cially 
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cially among us, for a reaſon known and lamented by you all? for, 
alas! the great, rich and noble of the world, too commonly count- 
themſclves unworthy of eternal life; and cannot therefore, be 
ſuppoſed to contribute to the diffuſion of a privilege, of which 
they have never yet ſeen or felt the value. The Lord can carry on 
his work without them, and in ſpite of all that oppoſition 
which ſom? of them have thought proper, in their wiſdom, to 
give it. That ſuch liberal contributions ſhould be made, at a 
time when lukewarmneſs and infidelity prevail, and the nation is 
groaning under the accumulating burdens of a bloody and expen- 
five war, is truly remarkable, and indicates that a greater than 
man is here. United exertions will eafily accompliſh what might 
ſeem quite impraQicable in theory. Even e poor widow's mite 
will not paſs unobſerved, or unrewarded by him who knows the 
heart, and accepts according to what a man hath, and not accord» 
ing to what he hath not. Whatever we can do this way, it is on- 
ly giving him of his own; for the ſilver and the gold are his, and 
man has only the right of a ſteward in uſing them, of whom it is 
expected and required that he be found faithful. The perſon who 
giveth for ſuch a purpoſe, lendeth to the Lord, and he will repay 
him with vaſt increaſe. What ke faith by the prophet, with par- 
ticular reference to the grand period in proſpect, holds in regard of 
thoſe who honour God with their ſubſtance: “ For braſs I will 
bring gold, and for iron I will bring filver, and for wood brafs, 
and for ſtones iron,” Iſa. Ix. 17. This not only denotes the in- 


. creaſed proſperity of the period alluded to, when theſe things ſhall 


take place, and when the Lord will make the officers in Zion 
peace, and their exactors rigtheouſneſs, no longer grinding the 
faces of the poor, or extorting from the people their wealth; but 
alſo ſigniſies the liberal returns which the Lord will make to thoſe, 
at leaſt at the reſurrection of the juſt, who occupy their talents 
for his glory. Encouraged by fuch a proſpect, no Chriſtian can 
deem that portion of his ſubſtance loſt, which is expended on ſo 
good and honourable a cauſe. = | | 

When the Lord excites ſuch a ſpirit among his people, he will 
not fail to crown their pious endeavours with more or leſs ſucceſs. 
The attempt is laudable aud benevolent, the ſet time to favour it 
is the Lord's, and bleſſed are they who are found workers-together 
with him in ſo benign a cauſe. dome promiſing ſucceſs hath alrea- 
dy attended certain miſſions to the heathen world; yet is there 
ground to hope, that this is only like the firſt fruits to the full har- 
veſt, or the few firſt ripe grapes to the whole vintage. Partial, or 
even repeated failures of ſucceſs furniſh no juſt ground of objec» 
tion whatever, to future attempts of this nature, When the root 
of Jeſſe ſhall ſtand for an enſign of the people, to it, or him ſhall 
the Gentiles ſeek, and his reſt ſhall be glorious. The north will be 


made to give up, and the ſouth not to keep back; to bring his ſons, 
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from aſar, and his daughters from the ends of the earth; when 
Ethiopia alſo ſhall ſtretch out her hand to God. By the preaching 


of Chriſt, and him crucified, accompanied with the power of his 
Spirit, to him, the great Shiloh, ſhall the gathering of the people 


be, in numbers, and with ſpeed, reſembling clouds, or the flight 
of doves to their windows, 'Thus a people ſhall be willing in the 


day of his power, and nations be born to him at once. 
The commencement of the glorious reſt in our text, will be pre- 


ceded by the overthrow of idolatry, and every ſyſtem that op- 


poſeth the enlargement of Meſſiab's kingdom in the earth. Many 
predictions foretell the utter abolition of idols, and idol-worthip 
in the world. In that day a, man ſhall caſt his idols of ſilver, 
and his idols of gold, which they made each one for himſelf to 
worſhip, to the moles, and to the bats, Iſa. ii. 20. And adds 


the Pſalmiſt, “ Confounded be all they that ſerve graven images, 


that boaſt themſelves of idols,” Pfal. xcvii. 7. It might be 
rendered, like many other ſeeming imprecations, as a predic- 
tive threatening; and as ſuch it hath been, and ſhall be accom- 
pliſhed, till not a veſtige of ſuch ſervice ſhall be found. Anci- 
ent alliances with idolaters always proved fatal to the Jews; and 
modern combinations with the worſhippers of graven images have 


been productive, as here threatened, with little elſe but mutual 


confuſion and diſaſters: for it is 5xceeding foreboding and danger- 


ous to league with ſuch enemies of God, as have been often drunk 
with the blood of his ſaints, and that at the time he is viſiting 


their crimes upon them. The converſion of the Jews, to any 
extent, can never be expected till the worſhip of images be totally 
baniſhed from among thoſe who bear the name of Jeſus; and this 
ſyſtem God is now rapidly deſtroying with the breath of his mouth, 
and the brightneſs of his eoming: for with the ſpirit of judgment, 
and with the ſpirit of burning will he conſume it to the ends of 


the earth. 8 


The abolition of every other ſyſtem which ſets itſelf in oppoſi- 
tion to the cauſe of Chriſt is alſo an event to be deſired and expec- 
ted. To the deluſions of the falſe prophet Mahomet will God 
yet ſay, Hitherto ſhall ye come and no farther, and here ſhall all 
your influence be ſtayed. As a prelude to this happy event, we 

ave been lately told, that a powerſul Perſian prince had abandon- 
ed the religion of that inipoſtor, and prevailed with his ſubjects 
and with neighbouring ſtates to copy his example; uſing no 
weapons but the perſuaſion of rational arguments, whence he 


_ Hiiles his new religion, which ſeems to be pure Deiſm, The religion 


of Peace. The hay, wood and ſtubble, built on the foundation of 
Chrittian churches, will alſo be burnt up by the fire of God's in- 
dignationz and the . coalitions formed, and fo loug ſtrenuoufly 
maintained, betwixt ſome of theſc and the kingdoms of the world 


| ſhall be diſſolved, and cach reduced io its proper ſphere; for theſe 


ſyſtems 
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ſyſtems are too oppoſite in their nature and-tendency to continue 


wedded-to each other amidſt the diffuſion of goſpel light, and the 
enjoyment of Chriſtian liberty. Phe Church of Chrilt, becoming 
a pure and chaſte virgin, will no longer proſtitute herſelf to the 
powers of the earth, nor ſolicit rheir ſubſidy, or protection at the 


expence of her fidelity; relying wholly for both on her glorious 


Head in heaven. Thus a voice ſhall be heard in the wilderneſs, 
as of old, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make ſtraight in the 
deſert a high way for our God, when every vall:y ſhall be exalted, 
and every mountain and hill be made low +; when that which is 
crooked ſhall be made {traight, and rough places ſmooth, till all 
fleſh ſhall ſce the ſalvation of God. We find a remarkable predic- 
tion to this purpoſe, connected with awful threatenings, which ſeem 
to look farther than the capital of Judea, at leaſt, they ſound an 
alarm to all that reſemble the Jews in guilt. $ Exalt him that is 


low and abaſe him that is high. I will overturn, overturn, over- 


turn it, and it ſhall be no more, until he come whoſe riglit it is, 
and I will give it him,” Ezek. xxi. 26, 27. By ſuch procedure 
will the coming of Chriſt in his kingdom, or his inheriticg all 
nations, be preceded and introduced. | 
Some ſuppoſe, that the power of working miracles will be re- 
vived in the Church, towards the latter day, 10 facilitate the prog- 
reſs, and ſecure the triumphs of the goſpel in the earth. There is 
nothing in this ſuppoſition improbable; for the ſame reaſons that 
made miracles neceſſary or expedient in planting Chriſtianity at 


firſt, will render them equally neceſſary or cxpedient then; and 


we cannot ſuppoſe that God will be more wanting in the uſe of 
proper means to convert the world than heretofore, when the na- 
ture of man, and the change to be produced on him are the ſame, 
Beſides, ſome expreſſions of ſcripture ſeem to glance at, or im- 


ply ſuch a power. With reference to this period, it is ſaid with 


peculiar emphaſis, © The Lord God omuipotent reigneth;” inti- 
mating that this reign will furniih glorious diſplays of his divine 
power. Alſo in the 110th Pſalm, which predicts the ſame event, it 
is ſaid, “ Thy people ſhall be willing in the day of thy power.” 
Thie converſion of every ſinner needs a day of power to effect it; 
but a particular period ſeems to be intended, which may be emi- 

| nently 


+ That mountains remain yet to be levelled, and vallies to be filled up, appears, 
to inſtance no other, in the oppoſition lately made to ſending the goſpel to Bengal, and 
in the more than infernal avidity with which the abominable trade in ſlaves is graſped 
at. Such as can act thus, ſet theniſelves up as a mark for thevengeanceof the Almighty 
to ſtrike at, and that vengeance flumbereth not. Theſe governments or rulers, 
whether in Church or State, who have oppoſed the ſpread or purity uf the Chriſtian 
religion, or the full enjoyment of that liberty, with which the -Son of God hath 
made his people free, or to which his rational creatures are entitled, have thereby 
beca laying a train to their own exiſtence or authority, and provoking the Almigh 
to write bitter things againſt them. It may include a thouſand degrees more guilt 
for this country at the preſent time, to perſiſt in the flave trade, than to have done 


the ſame ching previous to the late inquiry on that buſiaeſs. 
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rently termed The day of God's power, when that attribute ſhall 
be conſpicuouſly diſplayed before the ſons of men. Our Lord tells 
us, that this goſpel of the kingdom ſhall be preached. in all the 
world, for a witneſs unto all nations, before the end come; and 
how glorious and extenſive mult its conqueſts be, when enforced 


by ſuch power divine! | 
It is more than propable that Infidelity will have a wide ſpread 


in the world before the commencement of the reſt predicted in 


our text; and be made, in the providence of God, ſubſervient to 
its introduction. When the Son of man cometh, ſhall he find 
faith on the earth?“ was his own ſaying; and there is no reaſon 
to confine this to his coming at the clole of time. The glaring 
corruptions of the Church, upon which the conduct of too many 
maſters in Iſrael have an unhappy influence; and the hypocriſy or 
inconſiſtency of many profeſſed Chriſtians, have produced much 


infidelity in the world; and that, as is ſaid of the young of ſome. 


birds of prey, will in time deſtroy its parent ; and, tho' with a 
rough hand, ſweep away much of that rubbiſi which ages have 
collected around the temple of the Lord, and by which its fine 
gold hath been much tarniſhed. They are much however, to be 
pitied, whoſe minds are unhappily warped to a diſbelief of Divine 
revelation ; and the events and aſpect of the times render ſuch in- 
fidelity the more inexcuſable. Ihe grounds on which they reject 
Chriſtianity, give it notwithſtanding, additional evidence, as mark- 
ing its analogy to the other works of God; all of which have their 
dithculties, which they cannot pretend fatisfaQtorily to ſolve. But 


did any ever take it into their head to ſuppoſe, that this was a ſuffi- 


cient reaſon to deny their exiſtence altogether ? Every object in 
nature preſents diſficulties that would ſoon non-plus the wiſeſt on 
earth. The ſun, for inſtance, poſſeſſes the eſſential properties of 
fire, —heat and light, We know fire requires a continued and 
adequate ſupply of fuel, to preſerve it in exiſtence. but where 
ſhall we find ſuch ſupply for a body of fire ſo immenſe as the ſun, 
to preſerve it unimpaired, in light and heat, from the commence- 
ment of time? Tho? this cannot be accounted for, who would 
venture to ſay that there is no ſun in the firmament? Till they can 


" anſwer this, let them not preſume to reject the Bible, on account 


of any things in it which, to them, may appear unbe coming the 
Divine character, as they will in modeſty own, they do not poſleſy 


alli the wiſdom in the univerſe. To an honeſt mind that loves 


truth for its own ſake, and, in peruſing the ſcriptures, looks up to 
God for the teaching of his Spirit, ſtudying to do the things that 
are pleaſing in his ſight, he will manifeſt himſelf as he does not do 
to men of an oppoſite character, who are jultly leſt to ſtumble, or 
make ſhipwreck on the rocks of offence which they ſo induſtriouſſy 


ſeek and rear. It is not God we believe, but our own reaſon, if 


we receive nothing upon his authority but what we can ENG 
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hend; and this is giving him much leſs credit than we give to our 
own ſenſes, or our fellow creatures, who yet, in many caſes de- 
ceive us. Vaſt benefit may be reaped from the ſtudy of the ſcrip- 
tures, and the cordial belief of -what we underſtand, tho' we can- 
not pretend thoroughly to comprehend them even in any inſtance. 

God hath much work to do in the earth, which requires perſons 
of a certain complexion. Were the leading men in. a neighbour- 
ing nation under the influence of religious principles or ſcruples, 
they would not ſo unmercifully hew down the-carved work, which 
ages had been framing, both in Church and State; nor would they 
tear aſunder the bands by which both had been ſo long knit. toge- 
ther. Many too, were to receive blood to drink, having been 
fonnd worthy ; and men who broke looſe. from the reſtraints of 
conſcience, and the impreſſions of futurity, were fitteſt for ſuch 
ſanguinary buſineſs. Much work of this nature however, hath 
God already performed, and (till more hath he in future to per- 
form, in the earth; and who can deny him the right to chuſe his 
own inſtruments? Would Heaven! that ſuch would remem- 


ber, that tho? Providence may employ them to accompliſh its own 


purpoſes, yet, if they continue to diſbelieve and difobey the word 
of truth, they may expect their own doom in the end! 

I ſhall only add, on this part of the ſubject, that the awful 
judgments of the Almighty will be poured out on the guilty nations, 
prior to the coming of the Son of man in his kingdom and glory. 
Theſe will bear hard upon ſuch as were moſt noted for rebellion 
againſt God, and contempt of his authority; for pride, ambition 
and the oppreſſion of their fellow creatures; for the abuſe of his 
favours, the corruption of religion, and the invaſion of the rights 
of Chriſtians, and Chriflian communities, and of the private 
rights of conſcience. If ſuch do not repent, he will leave them 
neither root nor branch. There is ſcarce a paſſage in the word of 
God, where the future proſperity or enlargement of the'Church is 
promiſed, but you will find ſuch promiſes or predictions coupled 
with awful threatenings; whence the acceptable year of the Lord, 
and the day of vengeance of our God, go hand in hand. In one of 
theſe, he faith, * The Lord at thy right hand ſhall ſtrike through 
kings in the day of his wrath. - He ſhall judge among the heathen, 
he ſhall fill the places with the dead bodies: he ſhall wound the heads 
over many countries z”” that is, ſuch of the leading men as are 
found among his enemies. Theſe are the words of king David, 
ſpeaking by the ſpirit of God; with whom pious Aſaph agrees: 
© The ſtout-hearted are ſpoiled, they have ſlept their fleep : and 
none of the men of might have found their hands. At thy rebuke, 
O God of Jacob, both the chariot and horſe are caſt into a dead 
fleep. Thou, even thou art to be feared, and who may ſtand in 
thy fight when once thou art angry? Thou didit cauſe judgment 
to be heard from heaven; the earth feared and was ſtill, when God 


aroſe 
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aroſe to judgment, to ſave all the meek of tho earth. Surely the 
wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee : the remainder of wrath ſhalt thou 
reſtrain. Vow, and pay unto the Lord your God,—unto him that 
ought to be feared. He ſhall cut off the ſpirit of princes : he is 
terrible to the kings of the earth,” Pſal. lxxvi. While we feel, and 
ought to feel as Chriſtians, for the calamitics of our fellow-crea- 
tures, and to deprecaie theſe, praying for the happineſs of every 
deſcription of men; we are bound to believe, that ſuch denunci- 
ations are not the mere menace of mortal man, whoſe breath is in 
his noſtrils, but the juſt threats of that God who points the ar- 
tillery of heaven, whoſe name is, The Lord of hojts, and at whoſe 
voice the pillars of nature tremble. 

I ſhall direct your attention only to one paſſage more, which 
you have in the 63d of Iſaiah's prophecy, and ſeems to be deſerip- 
tive of Meſſiah's triumphs over his enemies, towards the latter day. 

A chorus is introduced putting the queſtion, Who is this that 
© cometh from Edom, with died garments from Bozrah ? this that 
is gloroius in his apparel, travelling in the greatneſs of his ſtrength?” 
He himſelf replies, © I that ſpeak: in righteouſneſs, mighty to 
ſave,” and gives the reaſon why his garments were red, like him 
that treadeth in the wine-fat, in anſwer to a ſecond query. © I 
have troden the wine-preſs alone, and of the people there was none 
with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them 
in my fury, and their blood ſhall be ſprinkled upon my garments, 
and I will ſtain all my raiment. For the day of vengeance is in 
mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come. And I will tread 
down the people in mine anger, and make them drunk in my 
ſury, and I will bring down their ſtrength to the earth.“ The 
apoſtle John applies this awful predictian to the Redeemer, who 
is ſaid to judge and make war in righteouſneſs, and to the diſplays 
of his vengeance in judging the whore, and avenging the blood of 
his ſaints, Rev. xix. Edom was hoſtile to the Jews, pleading the 
old quarrel] betwixt Eſau and Jacob, and an idolatrous people; 
. whence they are put for the enemies of God and his people, in 
every age; particularly thoſe who ſerve graven images. The term 
Edom fignifies red, and may denote a land ſtained with blood. 
\ Bozrah, the capital of Edom, imports tribulation or diſtreſs, the 
native conſequence of guilt; eſpecially the guilt of oppreſſion and 
ſhedding blood. From every Edom, Chriſt will come up, in the dayof 
his wrath, with garments died with the blood of his enemies, and 
their chief cities, will he make ſcenes of tribulation and diſtreſs. 
This fate awaits not only thoſe who ſerve graven images, whoſe 
land hath been often drenched with the blood of the ſaints, but al- 
ſo all thoſe nations who have delighted in war, and ſhed blood in 
Ways diſallowed by Heaven. If our own land, in this reſpect, be 
found an Edom, I tremble at the gloomy proſpect. Is it not ſtain- 
ed, or rather deluged, with blood, brought thereon in 51 
| ways 
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ways? and does not the groſs proſtitution of Chriſt's blood, by 
teſt· acts, and otherwiſe, crown the whole? If ſo, can we eſcape 
a day of wrath? nay, is it not inflicted already, while the chief 
props of our carnal confidence are made a bowing wall, and a tot- 
tering fence, or a ſcourge in the hand of Heaven to alarm and chaſ- 
WT tiſe us? whence we may read our ſin in its puniſhment. May not 
the Lord juſtly make our cities Bozrahs, ſcenes of diftreſs and 
FX woe? „ Behold, the Lord cometh out of his place to puniſh the 
inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity : the earth alſo ſhall diſ- 
I cloſe her blood, aud ſhall no more cover her ſlain.” If the charge 
brought againſt ancient Iſrael, apply to us, have we not reaſon, 
like them, to dread the conſequence ? “ The iniquity of the 
houſe of Iſrael and Judah is exceeding great, and the land is full 
of blood, and the city full of perverſeneſs: for they ſay, * The 
Lord hath forſaken the earth, and the Lord ſeeth not. And as for 
me alſo, mine eye ſhall not ſpare, neither will I have pity, but I 
= will recompenſe their way upon their head.“ When the Lord 
ſhall execute upon the nations the judgments written in his word, 
he will make a riddance in the earth, and with the breath of his 
mouth ſhall he flay the wicked. Then ſhall be realized, more ex- 
tenſively than in the caſe of the Jews, the ſolemn and ſublime de- 
ſcription given in the 4th of Jeremiah, from the 19th verſe, to the 
cloſe, which you may conſult at leiſure. When the Angel, from 
his Ration in the ſun, ſhall invite, wich an audible voice, all the 
fowls that fly in the midſt of heaven, to come and gather them- 
telves together unto the Supper of the you God, the proviſion 
ſerved up at which he particularly deſcribes, the ſword of the 
Lord fhall be bathed in blood, and the flain of the Lord ſhall be 
many; whence the earth ſhall be eaſed of the load of human guilt, 
and cleanſed from the blood with which it has been ſo long defiled. 


I am now brought to the Improvement of the ſubject, and here, 
I ſee, I muſt content myſelf with a few obſervations. Let none 
think the repreſentation given of the glory and felicity of the reft 
in our text, improbable; becauſe the ſcriptures lay, Thar the af- 
flictions of the righteous are many,—that it is thro? manifold tri- 
bulations they are to enter into the kingdom of heaven, and that 
in the world they ſhall have ribulation; for, notwithſtanding 
theſe and the like general expreſſions, how many of God's people 
enjoy much comfort and proſperity in the preſent ſtate? and why 
then may not God, for the diſplay of his glory, and the manifeſ- 
tation of his ſons, as Paul ſpeaks, exempt one period of time from 
the common lot of mankind? Beſides, it is not ſuppoſed. that 
this period, glorious as it may be, ſhall. be quite free of fin and 
miſery, this privilege being reſerved for the heavenly ſtate; and 
the more holy a perſon or people are, the more grieved will they 
ve at every remainder and _—_— of iniquity. Conſcious _ 
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far we come ſhort of what we ought to be, and what Chriſtians 
will then be, let us prize and cheriſh humility and lowlineſs of 
mind, that amiable virtue which ſhall mark the progreſs of the 
goſpel in Meſſiah's days. The loftineſs of man ſhall be bowed don, 
and the haughtineſs of men ſhall be made low, and the Lord alone 
Hall be exalted in that day. As Abraham rejoiced at ſeeing our 
Lord's day even afar off; ſo rejoice ye, my Chriſtian brethren, at 
the nearer proſpect of that happy period, which ſhall conſtitute, 
in a peculiar ſenſe, Meſhah's glorious reſt upon earth. You have 
reaſon to hope that this reſt will be fraught, at leaſt, with the moſt 
intereſting bleſſings ſpecified above. Let the diſtant proſpect cheer 
the mind, amidſt the gloomy clouds now hanging over the nations, 
and our own in particular; for theſe ſhall in time be made to uſher 
in the bright ſhining of the ſun after rain, and will render this 
doubly welcome and refreſhing. As a bar to this joy, Say not, 
there are yet four months, and then cometh harveſt, —a long period of 
war and other horrid calamities may intervene, according to the 
doQtrine advanced, enough to damp our every joy: for, Behold, 
4 ſay unto you, lift up year eyes, and look on the fields ; for they are 
white already to harveſt. Let it be your daily and fervent 


prayer, that the Lord would haſten the coming of his kingdom, | 


to the extent foretold, and fulfil the predictions which reſpect its 


future enlargement and glory; and that he would alſo over-rule, 


for this purpoſe, wars and every commotion in the earth. Be like- 
wile aCtive, in your ſphere, in doing all in your power to promote 
ſo glorious an object; not once ſtaggered at the apparently luke- 
warm and indifferent conduct of any around you, of whom quite 
other things might be expected. Lou have many thouſands of 
worthy characters, who are dear to God, and eſteemed by the 
wiſe and good, embarked in the ſame laudable and benevolent 
cauſe with you, and who daily co-operate with you by their prayers 
and beſt endeavours. Let me then addreſs you in the words of Paul, 
% Therefore my beloved Brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, e de, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, and in this ſervice alſo ; 
for as much as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.“ 
— Mind the duties of perſonal, domeſtic and public worthip, fol- 
lowed by a converſation, in all reſpects, becoming the goſpel. 
The zeal of that man is ſuſpicious, whatever active part he may 
take in ſending the goſpel to others, who himſelf is ignorant of its 
doctrines, or neglects to walk in all its commandments and ordi- 
nances blameleſs, Our Lord's ſolemn admonition ſhould found an 
alarm in our ears, and excite godly jealouly in every heart; And 
I ſay unto you, that many ſhall come from the caſt and weſt, and 
from the north, and from the ſouth, and ſhall fit down with Abra- 
ham, and Iſaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the 
children of the kingdom {hall be caſt out into utter darkneſs: there 
{hall be weep! ng and n of tecth.— And bchold, chere * 
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laſt, which ſhall be firſt, and there are firſt, which ſhall be laſt.“ 


In pleading the cauſe of the diftant Heathen, I would not 
mean to withdraw your attention from ſuch of your Country men as 


have a claim on your commiſeration, prayers, and beſt efforts, to 


put them in poſſeſſion of a bleſſing fo precious as the goſpel of 
peace f. Our zeal, like our charity, ſhould doubtleſs begin and 
find ſcope at home, while the forlorn ſtate of myriads calls for its 
exertion. It gives me fincere pleaſure to ſee our Synod adopt 
meaſures for ſending ſome of their mE&mbers-on a Miſſion to the 
Highlands of Scotland, without meaning hereby to abate the ex- 
ertions of any for the benefit of foreign miſſions, of which they 
have from the beginning teſtified their cordial approbation. This 
meaſure, I truſt, will redound to the glory of God, and the good 


of many. In its ſucceſs 1 fee] myſelf not the leſs intereſted, that 


I drew my firſt breath, and ſpent my early years, in that Country; 


to which it 1s natural to feel an innocent attachment. Government 


hath, no doubt, provided for the people there fixed paſtors, and 
many of theſe will be allowed to pofleſs laudable accompliſhments. 
But there is ſtill room to wiſh we could add, that they bring the 
pure, unadulterated goſpel of Jefus Chrift to their ears, and exem- 
plify its native tendency in their own deportment. Were this the 


caſe, our intended labour of love might be ſpared. To ſay nothing 


farther on this delicate point, thoſe who are beſt acquainted with 
the ſtate of religion in theſe quarters, and poſſeſs any ſenſe of its 
value themſelves, will teadily allow the propriety of the meaſure, 


and cordially wiſh it ſucceſs. The ſcene of action is near, the 


communication eaſy, and the obſtacles comparatively few, of 
which the remains of the feudal ſyſtem may perhaps be the chief; 
thoſe excepted which the power of God alone can remove. The 
people in queſtion, it is to be feared, have not only in general the 
doctrines of the goſpel to learn, but alſo many errors to unlearn. 
Not to mention, how many of our Brethren from this part of our 


iſle have acquired fame as champions of our Cuuntry, and 


ſhed their blood in her quarrels. They have indeed many claims 


to our ſympathy and aid; and doubtleſs, the 3 at large would 
feel the bene fieialeffecisof their knowing and practiſing the Truth as 


in Jeſus. May it not then be expected, that a religious and gene- 


rous 


+ When this Diſcourſe was delivered at Glaſgow, at leaſt ſo much af it as could 
be overtaken, a few things were here added, reſpecting a miſſion to the Highlands, 
the publiſhing of which, in this connection, the Reader, it is hoped, will excuſe. 
The Author was requeſted to deliver a ſermon for the benefit of the Glaſgow Com- 
mittee of the London Miſſionary ſociety, who, upon application, were kind enough 
to relinquiſh their claim, conſidering both objects as nearly allied, in favour of the 


Miſſion mentioned above. So friendly did the Public appear to the ſcheme, that 


tho* there was ſermon, at the ſame hour, in two places, for behoof of the miſſion, 
many that came could not get acceſs; and the Collection amounted to about L.44, 


no {mall ſum, conſidering how few wealthy people attended, and how frequent ſuch 
collections are in that City, | | 


Lo 
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tons Public eit enafhe to ſupport and proſecute this important miſ- 
ſion, and accompany it with their beſt wiſhes, and fervent prayers? 
Let us, according to God's promiſe, look for new heavens, and a new 
earth, wherein dawelleth righteouſneſs ; and lend our aid to forward 
their coming both at home and abroad. To conclude. May the 
Lord, with whom is the reſidue of the Spirit, revive his cauſe at 
home, and own every effort made to ſpread and promote it in the 
earth, ſending forth labourers to his harveſt, and honouring them 
with much ſucceſs; till both Jews and Gentiles ſeek to the Re- 
deemer, and his reſt among them be glorious. Amen | 
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Lately Publiſhed by the A utbor, 
BRITAIN's GUILT, DANGER and DUTY; 
Several Sermons fra Ifa. xxvi. 8. 


To which a variety of Notes, and an Appendix are added, contains 
ing information on many points conneQed with the ſubject. 


Alſo, THE DUTY of PASTORS, particularly reſpecting the 
Lord's Supper; A Synod Sermon. | 

To which are added, Dialogues on the Duty of Frequent Commu- 
nicating, with Anſwers to ObjeCtions againſt that primitive Practice: 
And an Addreſs to Chriſtians reſpecting the Miſſionary Scheme, &c. 


Likewiſe, Publiſhed in 1792, A MONITORY ADDRESS TO 
BRITAIN, inſcribed to the King, in which the Nation is warned of 
impending judgments, as the jult puniſhment of abounding iniquities: 
To which is added, Britain's Remembrancer, a valuable tract, ſup- 
poſed to bave been written by Preſident Forbes of the Court of Seſſion, 
on occaſion of the Rebellion in 1945, and containing much ſeaſonable 
admonition to the Inhabitants of theſe Lands in the preſent awful con+ 
juncture of Public affairs. : 
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